
Photo taken by Ray Gadd March 11, 2015 looking east and south over 
Big Wood River valley illustrating lack of snow on south facing slopes. 
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Wintry Blast Expected to Close March, Open April  
Posted: 15 Mar 2015 03:28 PM PDT 

After a warmer ending to March, it is expected that a cold air mass will deliver one of the last punches of 
wintry weather to the country. 

 

  
              

                   
                    

                
                  

         
 

  
                    
                      

                  
                

              

  
             

In a nutshell, this means very cold weather is 
expected about 6-10 days later, likely in the 
very final days of March and the first week or 
so of April…..
… this will likely be more of a strong cold 
blast, as opposed to a deep freeze.

To summarize:
- Predominantly warm weather is expected to 
persist through the end of March.

- The last few days of March and first week of 
April could see a shot of rather strong cold 
weather.           Andrew



Douglas expects warm temperatures to persist in 
the western United States through February, 
keeping precipitation below normal levels.

“This is not a real good pattern for trying to get 
some much-needed rain into the western U.S.,” 
Douglas said.

April is the best chance for spring precipitation in 
the Pacific Northwest, Douglas said.

Douglas predicts cool temperatures and moisture in 
the region through June and July. Weather could 
delay planting in the Midwest.





Area of 
concern



Water year to date 
precipitation lowest is in 
Mud Lake area (Medicine 
Lodge, Beaver, Camas basins) 
at only 60% of average

Similar winter & spring 
pattern as last year - ??       
CA storm track is missing



March 1 – 12               
SNOTEL Precipitation 

as % of Mar Monthly Total
5-10% across most of Idaho
15% Upper Snake 
20% in Bear River 



Mar 1-16 SNOTEL 
Precipitation Compared to 
March Monthly Total:

Northern Panhandle 64%
Spokane 50%
Clearwater 37%
Rest of Idaho 6-25%
Boise, Big Wood, Little 
Wood, Big Lost, Little Lost & 
Mud Lake 6-11%











Snow Drought – Water Year 
to Date Precipitation is near 

Normal



Photo by Ray Gadd

Photo taken 
by Ray Gadd

March 11, 
2015 looking 

east over 
Ketchum in 
Big Wood 

River valley 
illustrating 

lack of snow 
on south 

facing slopes. 

Lost-Wood Divide SNOTEL Site       Trail Creek







Big Lost River below 
Mackay Reservoir
Year    Runoff  
2007 55%
1959 59%
1977     51%
2014 40%
2015 69%   Forecast

Forecast Skill 
~0.5 on March 1



Big Lost at Howell Ranch nr Chilly ID

Summary:
On average (50% probability) peak streamflow occurs: 

• ~ 1 day after Smiley Mountain SNOTEL site reaches 40% melt-out
• ~ 2 days after Bear Canyon SNOTEL site has reached complete 

(100%) melt-out
• ~ 32 days after Stickney Mill SNOTEL site has reached complete 

(100%) melt-out

Once we are in active snowmelt for WY2015, we can use melt-out 
timing at Stickney Mill, the lowest elevation SNOTEL site, to predict 
melt-out timing at Smiley Mountain, the highest elevation site.





On average, 
peak 

streamflow 
occurs ~32 days 
after complete 
(100%) melt-

out.

Melt-out percentage



On average, peak 
streamflow 
occurs 1 day after 
40% melt-out.

Melt-out percentage









Upper Snake River system is 
at 81 % of capacity.

(Jackson Lake, Palisades, Grassy Lake, Island 
Park, Ririe, American Falls, Lake Walcott)

Jackson 76%  holding – should fill 
mid-Jun

Palisades 83% releasing - will 
review April 1 streamflow 
forecast. Good position to be in.

American Falls 80% - fill in mid-
April

System is in good shape for 
whatever future weather occurs.





Forecast Skill 
~0.75 on March 1









Photo by Ray Gadd

Questions –
Comments

Photo taken 
by Ray Gadd

March 11, 
2015 looking 
east over Big 
Wood River 

valley 
illustrating 

lack of snow 
on south 

facing slopes. 
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