


March 2, 2015



NWS Example 
of weather 
pattern for 

2015 &  
most of 2014



February 11,  2016

Winter 2015-16

ENSO Ocean 
Conditions:
– Strong El Nino

Neutral 



2011:  Snow 
Water 
Equivalent at 
Two Ocean 
Plateau 
SNOTEL Site 
Yellowstone 
N.P.   9,240 feet

Winter 2010 - 2011

Sea Surface Temperatures
Cool PDO & Strongest       
La Nina since 1974

El Nino

La Nina



• Nov 2014 Arctic Cold Spell 
suddenly spilled into Idaho from 
Montana 

• Boise went from 50s F to single 
digits in a few days

MF Salmon River basically froze 
overnight

Check the weather before you go…



7 Day Total Precipitation Mar 2 - 9













2011 had a 4 month 
boating season with 
flows over 1,000 CFS!
2015 had a few days > 
1,000 cfs 







2016 in 
Blue

2015 

1996







2015 
May rains helped 
last year… 

2016 in Blue
Max 

1982



Need ~20 inches of snow water for a good season

2016 Mar 1 - we are here 

Bear Creek needs about 20 inches of SWE 
to have adequate boating season or good spring rains







2016 Upper Snake Snowpack 
• We were here

• Now we are here

Same for past 4 years

2014

2015X

X
30.7” Average Peak



With March 1 
snowpack 90-95% 
of normal in Snake 
headwaters in 
Wyoming

Streams are forecast 
80-90% of average 



Flows on the Boise & 
Payette will be 

better than last year!







2016 in Blue

2015

2014



After dry Feb, forecasts went  down some  

After next week, forecasts may go up

Mar 1 Preliminary 
Payette & Boise
Streamflow 
Forecasts
are
90 - 110% of 
average





Hells Canyon will be better than last year

Any questions? 



Lochsa & Selway



Lochsa snow is 
91%

Selway is
95%

Coeur d’Alene is 
lowest in the 

state at 77% of 
average



Lochsa & Selway rivers 
are forecast at about 

100% 

2016 in Blue

2015

1986



Double 
Drop Rapid

Ham Rapid



2015

2016 in Blue

1983 another 
Strong El Nino Year





Ladle Rapid



March 1 Snowpack
MF    Salmon

2016     104%   107%
2015      79%      90%
2014      90%    107%
2013 103%      91%

Snowpack across 
Salmon Basin ranges 
from 107-114%



2014

2015

2016 
in Blue



2015

1998

2016 
in Blue





Think
Snow!!

Keep Thinking Snow, 
Watch that Weather 
& Enjoy!
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