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NOAA/NESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL ANALYSIS: SST Anomaly (degrees C), 3/2/201% March 2, 2015
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NWS Example
of weather
pattern for

2015 &

most of 2014
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The ridge has kept our area unseasonably warm and relatively
dry through early March. A few Pacific weather systems were
able to punch through, but precipitation totals for January
through the first part of March were less than 50% of normal

across most of southwest Idaho and southeast Oregon, and QSDA
less than 25% of normal in a few areas. .




NOAA/NESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL ANALYSIS: SST Anomaly (degrees C), 2/11/2016

(white regions indicate sea—ice)
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NINOZ 4 SST Anomaly (°C)

Figure 6. Forecasts of sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies for the Nido 3.4 regmion (5"N-37S. 120°W-
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Snow Water Equivalent
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NOAA/NESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL ANALYSIS: SST Anomaly (degrees C), 1,/3/2011
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Check the weather before you go... * Nov 2014 Arctic Cold Spell
suddenly spilled into Idaho from

Montana
Boise went from 50s F to single
digits in a few days

MF Salmon River basically froze
overnight
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Westwide SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal

Feb 27, 2016

Current Snow Water
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Basin-wide Percent
of 1981-2010 Median
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The snow water equivalent percent of normal represents the current

snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin

compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on

the first reading of the day (typically 00:00).

Prepared by:

USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
Portland, Oregon

http://www. weeco.nres.usda.gov




Spring and Summer
Streamflow Forecasts
as of February 1, 2016

Percent of
1981-2010 Average
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Idaho SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) %% of Normal

Mar 01, 2016
Current Snow Water
Equivalent (SVVE)
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Water Supply Forecast
February 1, 2016

Forecasted April to July Flow as a
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Snow Water Equivalent (inches)
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Owyhee Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (7 sites)
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 28, 2016
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Mean Daily CFS
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Right Click to Save Image As... Average Percent of Snow

Mud Flat (654) Idaho SNOTEL Site - 5730 ft Water Melted at the
SNOTEL Site When Peak

g Owyhee River nr Rome ID  Flow Occurred

.l South Mtn. (elev. 6500 ft) 15%

Mud Flat (elev. 5730 ft) 30%

B Snow Water Equivalent (in)

Last Yr Snow Water
Equivalent{in)

Median Snow Water
Equivalent(1981-2010) (in)




vharrelp =

South Mtn. (774) Idaho SNOTEL Site - 6500 ft Average Percent of Snow
ﬂ Water Melted at the

i SNOTEL Site When Peak
20 Owyhee River nr Rome ID  Flow Occurred

r South Mtn. (elev. 6500 ft) 15%

6 1 Mud Flat (elev. 5730 ft) 30%

B Snow Water Equivalent (in)

Last Yr Show Water Equivalent
B

i Median Snow Water Equivalent
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Mean Daily CFS
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Bruneau Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (5 sites)
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 28, 2016
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Mean Daily CFS
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Bear Creek needs about 20 inches of SWE
to have adequate boating season or good spring rains

Average Percent of
Snow Water Melted at

the SNOTEL Site When
Bear Creek (321) Nevada SNOTEL Site - 8040 ft Bruneau River nr Hot Springs ID | Peak Flow Occurred
. Pole Creek R.S. (elev. 8330 ft) 48%
Need ~20 inches of snow water for a good season Bear Creek (elev. 8040 ft) 63%
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5 Median Snow Water Equivalent
(1981-2010) (in)






Snow Water Equivalent (inches)

Snake Basin abv Palisades 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (18 sites)
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 29, 2016
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Bureau of Reclamation, Pacific Northwest Region

Major Storage Reservoirs in the Upper Snake River Basin

02/29/2016 v %
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Flows on the Boise &
Payette will be
better than last year!



Snow Water Equivalent (inches)
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Boise Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (10 sites)
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 29, 2016
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Snow Water Equivalent (inches)
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Payette Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (11 sites)
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Mean Daily CFS
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Mar 1 Preliminary
Payette & Boise
Streamflow
Forecasts

are

90 - 110% of
average

After dry Feb, forecasts went down some

After next week, forecasts may go up







Hells Canyon will be better than last year
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Any questions?



Lochsa & Selway



Loc h Sa S n OW is Clearwater Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (15 sites)

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 29, 2016
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Mean Daily CFS

Lochsa & Selway rivers
are forecast at about
100%
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Double
Drop Rapid




Mean Daily CFS
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Twin Lakes (836) Montana SNOTEL Site - 6400 f

Average Percent of
Snow Water Melted at

the SNOTEL Site When
{ Selway River nr Lowell ID Peak Flow Occurred
5 | Twin Lakes (elev 6400 ft) 33%
‘ ]
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TODAY'S
RIVER READING

3 40
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March 1 Snowpack

MF Salmon
2016 104% 107%
2015 79% 90%
2014 90% 107%
2013 103% 91%

Snowpack across
Salmon Basin ranges
from 107-114%

Snow Water Equivalent (inches)

Salmon Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Graph (22 sites)
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 29, 2016

= == Normal ——WY1992 —— WY1998 —— WY2015 =—=\\Y2016

25

Current as Pct of Normal: N/A

Current as Pct of 2015: N/A

Current as Pct of Peak: N/A . turalResources
20 4 Normal as Pct of Peak: 83% F onservation Se

Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: I'\I[A’ . ]

Normal Peak Date: Apr 09 ’ '\ 2016 is a strong El Nino,

\ as were 1992 & 1998.
J" \ 2015 was a weak El Nino.
' ‘ A \
a, \ \
’ ;
/ 0\
10 - \
] \
> \
\
\
iy /8 \
0 1 -&-j-.- I I I I I I I Iﬁl -
1-Oct 1-Nov 1-Dec 1-Jan 1-Feb 1-Mar 1-Apr 1-May 1-Jun 1-Jul 1-Aug 1-Sep




Mean Daily CFS
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Mean Daily CFS
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Keep Thinking Snow,
Watch that Weather
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