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Can provide input / impacts to ensure 
map is correct to: 

David.Hoekema@idwr.idaho.gov
Hydrologist, Technical
Hydrology Section
Idaho Department of Water Resources
office: (208) 287-4830

Idaho State Drought Plan
Authorizes an Idaho Water Supply Committee  (Section 2.1):

“If it becomes apparent that a problem could occur, IDWR 
will alert the Governor’s Office and will organize a Water 
Supply Committee to coordinate all drought related 
activities in Idaho.”













7 Day Total Precipitation May 20-27 





IDAHO SURFACE WATER SUPPLY INDEX (SWSI) MAY 1, 2016 









Boise River system 
(Anderson Ranch, Arrowrock, 
Lucky Peak) is at 97 % of capacity.

Payette River system 
(Cascade, Deadwood) is at 
94 % of capacity.



April 11, 2016
Atlanta Summit SNOTEL, 
measured 36.0” of water 
with an average density of 48%!





Surplus Above  
2,200 KAF











It All About Relationships
What do you see in the snow?



It’s the Big Lost White Stallion
And when you see it, means the peak flow has occurred.

Picture taken June 8, 2006

- Lost-Wood Divide had 
SWE of 0.0” – first day 
melted out

- SNOTEL analysis shows 
Big Lost peak flow occurs 
about 4 days after melt out  





Need more rain with snow mostly melted







Upper Snake River 
system is at 84 % of 
capacity.



















The Sawtooths
April 11, 2016

Questions, 
Comments, 
Solutions

or time for a 
few slides about 

the La Nina 
Brewing



March 2, 2015

Winter 2014-15

ENSO Ocean 
Conditions:
– Neutral to

slight El Nino

-- Warm Pacific 
Decadal  

Oscillation (PDO)



Nov 30, 2015

Winter 2015 - 2016

ENSO Ocean 
Conditions:

Strong El Nino



May 16,  2016
La Nina Brewing     



2011:  Snow 
Water 
Equivalent at 
Two Ocean 
Plateau 
SNOTEL Site 
Yellowstone 
N.P.   9,240 feet

Winter 2010 - 2011

Sea Surface Temperatures
Cool PDO & Strongest       
La Nina since 1974

El Nino

La Nina
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