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Temperature

SNOTEL (solid) and ACIS (dot-filled) Networks
7-Day Average Temperature Anomaly (Degrees F)
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SNOTEL and ACIS_7-day temperature anomaly map shows temperatures well above
normal over the interior West and closer to normal over the West Coast states and
Southwest.

Click map to enlarge and see latest available update.
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Weekly Snowpack and Drought Monitor Update Report

ACIS 7-day average
temperature anomalies,
ending December 4, show
the greatest positive
temperature departures
occurred over central Idaho
and scattered across
Wyoming and the western
High Plains (>+9°F). The
greatest negative
departures occurred over
south-central Colorado as
cold air was trapped in high
valley drainage areas (e.g.,
Alamosa) (>-15°F).

Also see Dashboard and the
Westwide Drought Tracker.

Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
11/28/2013 - 12/4/2013

Generated 12/5/2013 at HPRCC using prowisional data. Reqienal Climate Centars

aily Mean Temperature Anomaly: 01 December 2013 - 03 December 2013
Period ending 7 AM EST 03 Dec 2013
Base period: 1981-2010
(Map created 04 Dec 2013)

This
preliminary
PRISM
temperature
map contains
all available
network data,
including
SNOTEL data,
and will be
updated
periodically as
additional data

become .
available and Temperature Anomaly (°F)
are quality I <-e [ s-- [l s -7
-2 |- [l
controlled. — P
_See remarks -7 [ 13 -
in blue below 7-5 [0z -
for more Coprright () 2013, PRISM Climato Group, Ovegean Stato Univorsity
details Early December has been warm across much of the U.S. However, things are changing
' rapidly as the coldest Arctic outbreak for the season is invading much of the U.S.
Currently, parts of Montana are experiencing temperatures below -20°F (see last page for
map).
The PRISM anomaly map above is calculated from the entire monthly average. For example, an autumn
month would have more positive anomalies in the early part of the month and more negative anomalies in
the latter part of the month (as temperatures cool). This may explain differences with ACIS data which use
actual daily climatology, whereas PRISM uses the monthly climatology divided by the number of days in
the month. This bias reverses in the spring months with warming occurring during the latter part of the
month. These differences become less noticeable toward the end of these months.
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http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_region&region=WRCC
http://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/dashboard.html
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/monitor/WWDT/current.php?folder=spi3&region=ww
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_region&region=WRCC
http://prism.nacse.org/mtd/
http://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?lat=45.69969940&lon=-122.76720123&zoom=10
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Precipitation

SNOTEL month to date
precipitation percent of
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The current month to date precipitation percent of normal represents the Prepared by the USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
accumulated precipitation found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin Portiand, Oregon http:/iwwe.woe nrcs.usda govigis/
compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on Based on data from http-/www.woe. nrcs. usda.govi /
the first reading of the day {typically 00:00). Science contact: Jim.Marron@por.usda gov 503 414 2047

Click on images to enlarge and get latest available updates

Period ending 7 AM EST 03 Dec 2013 has been largely absent across
Base period: 1981-2010 .
(Map created 04 Dec 2013) all but the northern tier states
west of the Great Lakes.

% Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 December 2013 - 03 December 2013 Early December precipitation

A rather active weather pattern
is expected to spread
abundant precipitation across
the Pacific Northwest during
the next two weeks.

This preliminary daily PRISM
precipitation contains all available
network data, including SNOTEL data,
and is updated periodically as additional
data become available and are quality
controlled.
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http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_mtdprecpctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_mtdprecpctnormal_update.pdf
http://prism.nacse.org/mtd/
http://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
http://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
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ACIS 7-day average
precipitation amounts for the

period ending December 04
show the impact from the first
December storm to hit the
northern sections of the West.
9

As Arctic air invades the
western states, upslope
moisture (i.e., on the
windward side of mountains)
should result in additional
showfall.

This map shows that the bulk of
precipitation by percent of normal

fell over the northern Rockies,
northern High Plains, the

northern Cascades, Great Basin,

and along the Green and
Colorado River drainages.
Elsewhere across the West,
conditions were considerably
drier. >
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http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_product&product=PData
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_product&product=PData
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_product&product=PNorm
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/index.php?action=update_product&product=PNorm
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For the 2014 Water Year that
began on October 1, 2013, the
ENSO pattern thus far is starting
to look like El Nifio (e.qg., drier
northern tier and wetter southern
tier of the West). However,

long range weather forecasts are
suggesting somewhat drier
conditions over the southern tier
states of the West and wetter
conditions over the northern tier
states.

An active weather pattern is
suggested in recent weather
forecasts, so the distribution of
precipitation surpluses and
deficits on this map are expected
to change over the next few
weeks.

12/06/2013

Westwide SNOTEL Water Year (Oct 1) to Date Precipitation % of Normal
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The water year to date precipitation percent of normal represents the
accumulated precipiation found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin
compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on

the first reading of the day {typically 00:00).

Prepared by the USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
Portland, Oregon http:/iwww.wee nres.usda govigis!

Based on data from http//www.wee.nres.usda.govireports/
Science contact: Jim.Marron@por.usda.gov 503 414 3047

Click image for latest available update
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http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/WestwideWYTDPrecipPercent.pdf
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/
http://ggweather.com/loops/gfs_06z_ten.shtml
http://ggweather.com/loops/gfs_06z_ten.shtml
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Snow
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Westwide SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal

Prepared by the USDA/NRCS Natonal Water and Climate Center
Portland, Oregon http:/fwww.wee.nres.usda govigis/
Based on data from httpJ//www.woc.nres.usda.gowvireports/

ience contact: Jim.Marron@por.usda.gov 503 414 3047

Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
values are off to a good start over
much of the western states with the
exception of the Cascades, Sierra,
and Great Basin mountains.

‘ Conditions over the Pacific Northwest
. are expected to improve during the

next two weeks as an active weather
/——- pattern develops over the region.

The all-important April 1 SWE date
will best determine the water supply
forecasts issued by the National
Water and Climate Center.

See latest National Snow Analysis.
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Arizona SWE map

New Mexico SWE map

SWE surpluses (as of December 4) persist over the Southwest. More snow is expected today and

during the weekend.

12/06/2013
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http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_swepctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/nm_swepctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/nm_swepctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/az_swepctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/az_swepctnormal_update.pdf
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Weather and Drought Summary
National Drought Summary — December 05, 2013

The following Weather and Drought Summary is provided by this week’s NDMC Drought Author, Richard Heim,
NCDC/NOAA.

USDM Map Services: (contains archived maps)

K8 frougheMonitos December 3, 2013 Current Drought Monitor weekly
(Released Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013) N
CONUS Valid 7 am. EST summary. The exceptional D4
Drought Conditions (Percent Area) |eve|s of drought are scattered

None |D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 [[BERsZ SYs

across NV, CO, TX, and OK.

Cument | 44.55 | 55.45 | 30.59 [ 16.50 | 382 | 0.39

Last Week

4382 | 56.18 | 30.57 [ 16.49 | 380 | 0.3
117262012

The latest drought indicator
blend and component
percentiles spreadsheet is a
great resource for climate
division drought statistics.

3MonthsAgo | 359 | 5171 | 50.09 | 2240 | 086 | 125
sa2013

art of
Calendar Year | 27.22 | 72.78 | 61.09 | 42.05 | 2131 | 6.75
172013

Start of
Water Year | 3957 [ 80.43 | 4121 [20.70 | 3.06 | 0.29

One YearAgo | 5354 | 7516 | 6237 | 42.22 | 20.63 | 6.40
12012

ntensiy This link is for the latest
D0 Abnomally Dry I o:exeme Drouont
o1 oderate rought M 04 € xcaptional Drougnt Drouqht Out|ook (forecast)_
The Drought Monkor ocuses on brosd:scale condons See climatological rankings.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.
Author(s):
Michael Brewer For more drought news, see Drought

NCDC/NOAA

Impact Reporter.

g—/S'DA Al (8) Drought Management
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ Resources ('\/)

v Watch AgDay TV
v" Drought Impacts Webinar Series

Latest: U.S. Drought News

Summary: “A powerful storm moved into the eastern U.S. early in this US Drought Monitor
week just ahead of Thanksgiving. Snow accumulated from the southern Appalachians up
through Maine while areas to the south and east experienced rain. Lake effect snows in
western Pennsylvania and New York led to snowfalls in excess of 13 inches. This, combined
with windy conditions following the cold front, caused delays in most modes of transportation.
All this moisture helped to alleviate dryness in the East while cool temperatures kept drought
conditions from intensifvina over most of the CONUS.” - Michael Brewer

A comprehensive narrative describing drought conditions across other parts of the nation can be found toward the
end of this document. For drought impacts definitions for the figures below, click here.

“During the past week, SNOTEL temperatures were well above normal over the interior West and
closer to normal over the West Coast States and Southwest. Snowfall depths increased considerably
in recent days. For the 2014 Water Year SNOTEL precipitation deficits exist generally west of the
Continental Divide. The Southwest Mountains of Arizona and New Mexico also have surpluses due to
the increased amounts of moisture continuing today and into the weekend.” — Jan Curtis, NRCS
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsandDataServices/MapService.aspx
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/classify.htm
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/WestwideTavg7dAnomalyAcis.pdf
http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/nfdscc2.html
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/WestwideWYTDPrecipPercentACIS.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/current/current_conus_trd.jpg
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/current/current_conus_trd.jpg
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/tools/edb/drought_blend_table.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/tools/edb/drought_blend_table.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/tools/edb/drought_blend_table.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/ranks.php
http://www.drought.unl.edu/NewsOutreach/DroughtHeadlines.aspx
http://www.drought.unl.edu/NewsOutreach/DroughtHeadlines.aspx
http://www.agweb.com/agday/
http://drought.unl.edu/AboutUs/CurrentResearch/EngagingPreparednessCommunities/DroughtImpactsWebinarSeries.aspx
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
mailto:droughtmonitor@unl.edu
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December 3, 2013

U.S. Dr ought Monitor {Released Thursday December 5, 2013)
v" Drought Monitor for the Western States West '
v" Drought Impact Reporter for New Mexico ;
v' California Data Exchange Center & Flood - ZENE ; — , L | 70 | as
Management 2¥almd s | o | o | s | s | o |
v" NIDIS Upper Colorado River Regional Drought i A1 B et R R e et
Earlier Warning System L i o el
v" Intermountain West Climate Dashboard i
v' Great Basin Dashboard =5 :
6 T S — flbemimae®
Western Drought News N ;ITAM D 1} -
The West: “Abnormal Dryness (D0) expanded in the Note that there were no changes this week.

northern Cascade Mountains in Oregon and Washington
as well as on the Oregon Coast. These areas have
missed most of the recent precipitation that has fallen
around the Northwest and have significant deficits for the
year. The rest of the West remains unchanged this
week.” - Michael Brewer, National Climatic Data Center,
NOAA

December 3, 2013

U.S. Drought Monitor (Relessed Thrsdiay Decobor §, 213) State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

Colorado

Valid 7 a.m. Eastern

Sialistics type: @ Tracs

(D0-D4, D104,

Start of Water
Year

012013 | 2491 | 75,

One Year Ago | 1242012 | 000 | 10000 | 10000 |

Intensity:
00
ot o Orou
02 - Savere Drought

Authoris):

Michas! Breser, NOAANCOC

No changes have occurred during the past week.

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought U.S. Drought Monitor e A s

Valid 7 a.m. Eastern

Texas

‘Statstics typs: & Tradiional (D9-D4, D104, etz ) © Categorical (DD, D1, eic
ukton (Pereent Ares)

v' Texas Drought Website.
v' Texas Reservoirs.

I 0 - Extreme Orougne

I 04 - Exceptionsi Drought

Michael Brewsr, NOARANCDC

Note slight improvement in D2 to D3 categories during the
past week.
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/current/current_west_trd.jpg
http://moderator.droughtreporter.unl.edu/rssfeed/NM
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reports/PRECIPOUT
http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/hafoo/csc/climate_data/
http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/hafoo/csc/climate_data/
http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought/
http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought/
http://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/dashboard.html
http://gbdash.dri.edu/index.php
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/current/current_west_trd.jpg
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CO
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/apps/droughtinfo/default.aspx
http://www.waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?TX
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
mailto:droughtmonitor@unl.edu
mailto:droughtmonitor@unl.edu
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State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

. December 3, 2013
U.S. Drou ght Monitor (Released Thursday December 5, 2013)

Valid 7 a.m. Eastern

Nevada

Statistics type: @ Traditional (D0-D4, D1-D4, etc.) © Categorical (D0, D1, etc.)
Drought Condition (Percent Area).

D0-D4 | D1-D4
Current 127312013 | 039 9961 | 9681 | 7766 | 2855 | 537
Last Week 11/26/2013 | 039 9961 = 9681 = 7766 | 2855 | 537

3 Months Ago | 9/32013 0.00 10000 | 9957 | 8282 = 3600 | 537

é::"::rm[ 11112013, 0.00 10000 | 8413 | 6222 1646 | D.0D NOte no ChangeS OCCUI'I’ed
:':;ofwmr 101112013 | 039 9961 | 9679 | 7911 | 2855 | 537 thls paSt Week

One Year Ago | 12/4/2012 | 0.00 10000 | 9418 | 6400 = 30.19 | D.00

View More Statistics

Intensity:
DO - Abnormally Dry [ D3 - Extreme Drought
D1 - Moderate Drought Il D+ - Exceptional Drought

D2 - Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses an broad-scale conditions. Local conditions may vary. See
accompanying text summary for forecast statements.

Author(s):
Michael Brewer, NOAANCDC

. December 3, 2013
U.S. Drought Monitor (ﬂsnasfd Thursday Decamber 5, 2013)

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought Okiahoma I

‘Statislics tvoe: & Tragmons! (D0-D4, D1-D4, st} © Categoncal (D0, D1, stc
oncstion {

Current
Last Week 10

3 Months A

| saee

start o

Calendor Year e

Start of Wter

o | w00

Note no changes occurred
this past week.

e Yeur Ago | 10000 | 10000 | sasa | anss | suse

1242012 | 000

View More Statistics

sirorme Drought
[ 04 - Excapmona Orcugnt

s
Wichas! Brewsr, NOAANCDC
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NV
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?OK

Weekly Snowpack and Drought Monitor Update Report

New Feature: Changes in Drought Monitor Categories (over various time periods)

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change 4 U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change
1 Week s Month

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change
Start of Water Year

December 3, 2013
red t

compared to
October 1, 2013

Typical winter time changes to the drought monitor are usually minimal. However, over the past several
months, drought conditions have improved significantly over a vast portion of the western half of the U.S.
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/DataArchive/ChangeMaps.aspx

Weekly Snowpack and Drought Monitor Update Report

Soil Moisture

-120°

MULTIMODEL Scil Moisture Percentiles (wrt/ 1916-2004)
20131203
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32
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24"
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percentile

Note: As ground freezes, accuracy of measured moisture decreases.

Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN)

Soil moisture ranking in
percentile as of December 03
shows considerable moisture
over the northern Great
Plains and northern Great
Lakes. Dryness is noted over
the panhandle of Texas,
southeast Colorado, and
southern New England.

Useful Hydrological Links: Crop
Moisture Index; Palmer Drought
Severity Index; Standardized
Precipitation Index; Surface
Water Supply Index; Weekly
supplemental maps, Minnesota
Climate Working Group;
Experimental High Resolution
Drought Trigger Tool; NLDAS

Drought Monitor; Soil Moisture.

Soil Health-unlock your farm's
potential

Station {2137) MONTH=2013-11-05 (Daily} NRCS National Water and Climate Center - Provisional Data - subject to revision
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Now-24

Nowv-26

This NRCS resource shows a site over central Utah.
with depth.

Nov-28

Now-30

Dec-02

Dec-04

Soil conditions vary considerably

Useful Agriculture Links: Vegetation Drought Response Index; Evaporative Stress Index;
Vegetation Health Index; NDVI Greenness Map; GRACE-Based Surface Soil Moisture; North

American Soil Moisture Network. Monthly Wild Fire Forecast Report.

12/06/2013
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http://www.drought.gov/portal/server.pt/community/forecasting/209/soil_moisture/338
http://www.hydro.washington.edu/forecast/monitor/curr/conus.mexico/CONUS.MEXICO.multimodel.sm_qnt.gif
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/crop-moisture-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/crop-moisture-index
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Complete National Drought Summary

The following complete Drought Summary is provided by this week’s NDMC Author: Michael Brewer
National Climatic Data Center, NOAA

The East: “The intense storm that moved through the East just before Thanksgiving provided some
needed relief for dryness in the region. Areas of abnormal dryness (D0) in Alabama, Georgia, North
and South Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
and Maine were reduced as was Moderate Drought (D1) in Maine. Conversely, Moderate Drought (D1)
in southern Alabama expanded slightly in the area that missed most of the precipitation.

The South and Southern Plains: Beneficial rains fell from eastern Texas, through southern
Louisiana, and into Mississippi. Areas of Abnormal Dryness (D0) were alleviated in those areas. The
lack of precipitation in other parts of Texas led to an expansion of Extreme (D3) and Severe Drought
(D2) in the Panhandle and Severe (D2) and moderate Drought (D1) in the southern part of the state.
Despite other parts of the region receiving little precipitation, drought status did not change. Cool
temperatures helped mitigate impacts from the lack of precipitation.

The Central and Northern Plains and Midwest: This area remained status quo for the week.
Moderate to cool temperatures and areas of frozen soil led to no change in the drought depiction in the
region.

Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico: A heavy rain event over Kauai and Oahu, in combination with
several other similar events in the past month, led to improvements on those islands. Moderate
Drought (D1) was eliminated and areas of Abnormal Dryness (D0) were reduced. On the Big Island of
Hawaii, dry conditions continue in the central part of the island. Coincidently, Severe (D2) and
Moderate Drought (D1) expanded in the area. Elsewhere in the Big Island, recent rainfall led to
improvements to Severe Drought (D2) in the south and Moderate Drought (D1) was abated in the east.
On Puerto Rico, heavy rainfall was experienced this week including a record rainfall report for San Juan
on December 1. Abnormal Dryness (D0O) was scaled back as a result. In Alaska, areas of Moderate
Drought (D1) and Abnormal Dryness (DO) were reduced in the interior of the state, consistent with
above normal precipitation for the last few weeks abating drought impacts there.

Looking Ahead: During the December 5-9, 2013 time period, precipitation is forecast along much of
the eastern U.S., from the Southern Plains extending into New England. An above normal chance of
precipitation is also present across areas of the West, particularly in the Southwest. Temperatures are
expected to be below-normal across the country, with the exception of the East Coast during this time.

For the ensuing 5 days (December 10-14, 2013), the odds favor above-normal temperatures in the
Southeast and in northern Alaska. Normal to below-normal temperatures are favored across the rest of
the CONUS and in southern and central Alaska. Above normal-precipitation is likely across most of the
eastern third of the country, in northern Alaska, and from the Pacific coast, through the Rockies and into
the northern Plains. The eastern Southwest and the Central and Southern Plains, as well as the
southwestern Midwest and southern Alaska are likely to see below-normal precipitation.”

State Activities

State government drought activities can be tracked through their drought plans. NRCS Snow Survey
and Water Supply Forecasting (SSWSF) Program State Office personnel are participating in state
drought committee meetings and providing the committees and media with appropriate SSWSF
information. Additional information describing the tools available from the Drought Monitor can also be
found at the U.S. Drought Portal.
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More Information

The National Water and Climate Center (NWCC) Homepage provides the latest available snowpack
and water supply information. This document is available weekly. CONUS Snowpack and Drought
Reports from 2007 are available online. Reports from 2001-2006 are available on request.

This report uses data and products provided by the Interagency Drought Monitor Consortium members
and the National Interagency Fire Center.

/sl
Micheal L. Golden
Deputy Chief, Soil Science and Resource Assessment
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Drought Outlook

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook for

December shows:
U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Valid for December 31, 2013
Released November 30, 2013

e Drought is expected to improve
over parts of southeastern
Idaho, northern and central
Utah, easern Texas, and
southern New England.
Elsewhere, drought is expected
to persist over much of the
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[: long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events — such as individual storms -
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ys in advance. Use caution for applications v
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and contains a nice content
summary of the previous
month’s conditions.
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2013 Secretarial Drought Designations - All Drought

1:51,251,424)

Hawaii 1:10,497 969

Secretarial Drought Designations for 2013
Disaster Incidents as of December 4, 2013

l:l State Boundary
l:l County Boundary °
USDA FQ A [777] Tribal Lands
= December 4, 2013
USDA Farm Service Agency . - Primary Counties: 1084
Production, Emergencies and Compliance Division
Washington, D.C. l:l Contiguous Counties: 261
December 4, 2013 1:23,721,366 Puerto Rico 15,952,550

Refer to the USDA Drought Assistance website and National Sustainable Agriculture
Information Service. Read about the new USDA Regional Climate Hubs.

Supplemental Drought Information

The “Ag in Drought” file that had been previously posted each week by NDMC’s Brian Fuchs is now
available. Archived files are also available.

- “There was negligible change in U.S. drought coverage during the seven-day drought-monitoring
period, as tranquil weather prevailed in the wake of a pre-Thanksgiving storm across the South and
East. On December 3, drought coverage stood at 30.59% of the Lower 48 States. This is an increase
of two one-hundredths of a percentage point from a week ago. There was improvement, however, in
the Northeast region, with drought coverage declining in that twelve-state area from 7.79 to 7.50% on
the strength of heavy precipitation on November 26-27.

- Parts of the six-state Southeast region also experienced a beneficial boost in soil moisture from the
pre-Thanksgiving storm. As a result, Southeastern coverage of abnormal dryness (DO) dipped to
42.99% on December 3, down from 56.87% two weeks ago. According to USDA, topsoil moisture rated
very short to short improved from 37 to 15% in North Carolina and from 51 to 36% in Florida during the
week ending December 1.

- Since the current drought-monitoring period ended (7 a.m. EST on December 3), a new winter storm
has begun to unfold across the U.S. Improvements related to this storm will be reflected in next week’s
U.S. Drought Monitor, to be released on December 12.

- Hay in drought (21% of the production area), winter wheat in drought (30% of the production area),
and cattle in drought (34% of the U.S. inventory) were unchanged from week ago.
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U.S. Winter Wheat Areas Experiencing Drought

Reflects December 3, 2013 Approximately 30% of the winter wheat grown
U.S. Drought Moni tc;r data in the U.S. is within an area experiencing drought,
- 8 based on historical NASS crop production data.

Drought Areas
B Major Growing Area
. Minor Growing Area

Major and minor agricultural areas are derived
from NASS county-level crop production dara
from 2006 1o 2010. Additional information on
these agricultural daia can be found at:

* Major areas combined account for 75% .
of the total national production annually.

* Major and minor areas combined account

http:/Awww.nass.usda.gov/.

Mapped drought areas are derived from the U.S. for 99% of the total national production annually.

Drought Monitor product and do not depict the

intensity of drought in any particular location. More .

information on the Drought Monitor can be found _l_:J:S__I_)A Agnmltur:'il Weather Assessments
at: hup:/idroughtmonitorunl.edu/. sl World Agricultural OQutlook Board

- Weather outlook: During the next two days, accumulating snow will spread from Oklahoma to
southern New England, while a disruptive ice storm will occur from central Texas into the Ohio

Valley. Meanwhile, a southbound storm along the Pacific Coast will produce snow in parts of Oregon,
California, and the Intermountain West on December 6-7. That storm will eventually result in another
round of wintry precipitation, primarily on December 8, in the Mid-Atlantic States. Five-day precipitation
totals of two to six inches can be expected from the Mid-South into the northern Mid-Atlantic

States. Elsewhere, very cold conditions will persist at least into early next week from the Pacific Coast

to the Mississippi Valley, with additional freezes expected in California’s winter agricultural areas.”
.- Provide by Brad Rippey, USDA
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Snow over New Mexico this morning
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Click to view live
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A cold morning over Montana
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