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Colorado Snowpack Slightly Below Normal at Peak Accumulation 

 
Denver, CO – April 8th, 2022 – Early April is mostly commonly when Colorado achieves peak 

snowpack accumulation in the mountains, and this is currently being observed. With the majority of 
annual streamflow in Colorado resulting from snowmelt runoff this is a very important time of year for 
water resource planning because it provides the most accurate streamflow forecasts for the coming 
months. As of April 7th, all major basins in the state were holding between 89 and 99 percent of normal 
snowpack with the exception of the combined Yampa and White River basins which were 81 percent of 
normal. NRCS Hydrologist Karl Wetlaufer notes that “While early April provides our best early 
indicator of snowmelt driven streamflow runoff, spring and summer weather in the mountains can be 
highly variable so it is still valuable to keep an eye on changing conditions over the coming months”. 
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Precipitation in the month of March, accumulated as snow in the mountains, strongly favored 
southern Colorado. This trend has also continued into the first week of April continuing to provide 
notable increases in the snowpack for those basins. While intermittent snow accumulations are still 
common during this time of year it is important to note that snowmelt has already been observed at 
SNOTEL stations across the state. This indicates that the snowpack is on the cusp of beginning its 
primary melt season leading to sustained increases in streamflow as temperatures continue to increase. 

Streamflow forecasts are for below normal values across Colorado but are for considerably 
higher streamflow volumes than have been observed the last two years in most major basins. Streamflow 
forecasts range from of low of 74 percent of normal in the combined San Miguel, Dolores, Animas, and 
San Juan basins to a high of 95 percent of normal in the Gunnison and North Platte for the April through 
July runoff period.  

Reservoir storage is currently highly variable across the state with the lowest storage volumes 
existing on the Western Slope which is all part of the greater Upper Colorado River watershed. 
Wetlaufer comments that “This year reservoir storage is of particular importance to the entire Colorado 
River basin, which provides water to over 40 million people. Lake Powell and Lake Mead are both at 
record low levels leading to significant withdrawals from upper basin reservoirs including Blue Mesa 
which is the largest reservoir in Colorado. This serves as an important reminder of the effects of long-
term drought on water resources in the West and how interconnected those resources can be.”  

Colorado’s Snowpack and Reservoir Storage as of April 1st, 2022 
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GUNNISON 100 92 63 81 

COLORADO HEADWATERS 94 91 83 95 

SOUTH PLATTE 92 106 105 92 

LARAMIE-NORTH PLATTE 91 97 ---- ---- 

YAMPA-WHITE-LITTLE SNAKE 84 91 80 93 

ARKANSAS 98 112 91 90 

UPPER RIO GRANDE 101 121 93 86 

SMDASJ* 92 91 65 75 

STATEWIDE 93 99 76 84 

* San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan River basin 
* *For more detailed information about February mountain snowpack refer to the April 1st, 2022 Colorado Water Supply 
Outlook Report. For the most up to date information about Colorado snowpack and water supply related information, refer to 
the Colorado Snow Survey website.  
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