June 13, 2000

To:  DMP Editors

Subject:  Definition of ordinal and height/depth code

With DMP, we have started moving in a new direction concerning data storage.  We are trying to remove from the sensor labels any information that is not directly related to the type of data being collected.

Two new fields, ordinal and height/depth code, have been added to accommodate this new direction.  The update sensor program (under the Snotel menu) has been modified to allow the user to enter these fields.

Ordinal:  The old X and Z prefixes for secondary and tertiary sensors are being moved to a field named ordinal, which uses the number “1” for primary sensors, “2” for secondary sensors, etc.  This field is required for all sensors, and the screen that the Snotel menu displays will have a “1” in the ordinal field by default.

Height/Depth:   For soil sensors, the depth below the ground encoded in the sensor label is being moved to a separate field named height/depth code.  This field is currently used only for soil sensors, and uses the NCDC codes for soil depths.  Zero means the depth is unknown, and the code of zero is not the same as an empty (null) code.  Keep this field blank, unless you have a height/depth code to insert.

