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The National Water and
Climate Center recently
released version 1.0 of its

Report Generator tool.

Report Generator is a web-
based tool that allows users to
create custom reports using
NRCS and external data
sources.

Under development for several
months, the tool uses long-term
snowpack, precipitation, reser-
voir, streamflow, and soils data
from a variety of quality-
controlled sources to create
reports.

Users can choose from prede-
fined templates or build custom
reports.

Data from tabular reports may
be exported to different formats,
including comma-separated

Mt Hood Test Site (651)
Oregon SNOTEL Site - 5370 ft

(As of: Thu Jan 02 08:23:5% PST 2014)
**Provigienal data, subject to revision**

‘i,"‘:‘” snow  Precipitation
Date ‘AT nepth  Accumulation
Equivalent (i) (in}
{in}

2013-12-27 104 24 267
2013-12-28 101 24 267
2013-12-29 107 24 267
2013-12-30 10.0 24 267
2013-12-31 10.0 24 267
2014-01-01 10.4 24 269

2014-01-02 105 24 268

Tabular report format

value (csv) files or
Excel® spread-
sheets. Charts can
be saved to
Adobe® pdf or
graphics formats.
In the current re-
lease, only single-
station charting is
supported.

The Report Gen-
erator net-

work incorporates
data from many agency data-
bases. The NRCS snow survey
flagship database, the Water and
Climate Information System
(WCIS), provides a wealth of
data, including manually-
collected snow course data and
information from automated
Snow Telemetry (SNOTEL) and
Soil Climate Analysis Network
(SCAN) stations across the Unit-
ed States.

Report Genera-

tor also uses precipi-
tation, streamflow, and
reservoir data from the
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE),
the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR),
the National Weather
Service (NWS), the
Applied Climate Infor-
mation System (ACIS),
the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS), water
districts, state agen-
cies and other entities.

Report

Generator

Report Generator uses data from many sources

In addition to creating reports
and graphs, Report Genera-
tor lets users view information
on sites, including "metadata,"
such as elevation, latitude/
longitude and hydrologic unit
code (HUC).

View photos of the site, includ-
ing a site map (in Google maps
when available).
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What is essential?

Special points of interest:

o NWCC highlights

e Call for papers: Western Snow
Conference

e Products and resources on the
web

e Resource locator


http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/reportGenerator/view/customMultipleStationReport/daily/651:OR:SNTL%7Cid=%22%22%7Cname~0/-6,0/WTEQ::value,SNWD::value,PREC::value,TMAX::value,TMIN::value,TAVG::value
file://orportlan4s600/Shared/users/rloehr/WebTest/report_generator/networks.htm
file://orportlan4s600/Shared/users/rloehr/WebTest/report_generator/networks.htm

& National Stormwater Calculator
| Overview | Location | Soil Type | Soil Drair

Stormwater calculator helps manage runoff

Last summer, the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) introduced the National
Stormwater Calculator. The

hy |

calculator is phase 1 of the
Stormwater Calculator and
Climate Assessment Tool
Package announced as part

Site Name (Optional)

NERL-Athens

Search for an address or zip code:

960 College Station Rd, Athens, GA|

Site Location (Latitude, Longitude)
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clicking the mouse pointer over it.

33.92603944504632,-83.3564313650131

Bring your site into view on the map
and then mark its exact location by
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Locate the site on the map. Analyze a New Site  Save Current Site  Exit <)
Page from the Stormwater Runoff Calculator

Report Generator: One stop shopping...

Check out Who can benefit from Farmers, municipalities, water

Report Generator!

Go to the new Report
Generator Resource
Center. It has
tutorials, FAQs and
other tools to help get
you started.

using these data and

products?

and hydroelectric utilities,
environmental organizations,
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Wyoming Site - Owl Creek (676)

(As of Thu Jan 02 08:55:22 PST 2014)
“*Provisional data, subject to revision™
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Report Generator’s single station chart

of President Obama’s Climate
Action Plan.

The calculator is a desktop
application that estimates the
annual amount of stormwater
runoff from a site, based on
local soil conditions, slope,
land cover and historical rain-
fall records.

Users simply enter the loca-
tion and then select from dif-
ferent scenarios to see how
simple infrastructure changes,
such as using rain barrels, can
help prevent pollution. The
information also helps deter-
mine how adding green infra-
structure can be a cost-
effective way to reduce storm-
water runoff.

An update to the National
Stormwater Calculator, includ-
ing the ability to link to future
climate scenarios, will be re-
leased in early 2014.

from page 1

fish and wildlife managers,
tribal nations, reservoir man-
agers, recreationists, wetlands
managers, urban developers,
transportation departments,
and research organizations
regularly use these data.

For more information on
Report Generator, contact
Gus Goodbody at 503-414-
3033.

Winter 2013-2014


http://www.epa.gov/nrmrl/wswrd/wq/models/swc/
http://www.epa.gov/nrmrl/wswrd/wq/models/swc/
mailto:angus.goodbody@por.usda.gov
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/report_generator/report_generator_landing.htm
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/report_generator/report_generator_landing.htm
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/report_generator/report_generator_landing.htm

SnowPAC tackles budget, staffing issues

Representatives from 12
western states met in Port-
land, Oregon, December 2-5
for the annual SnowPAC
(Snow Program Advisory
Committee) meeting.

SnowPAC is a team com-
prised of state data collection
officers, water supply special-
ists and National Water and
Climate Center (NWCC) staff.
The team meets monthly via
teleconference to resolve is-
sues and share information as
it relates to the Snow Survey
and Water Supply Forecasting
(SSWSF) Program.

The 2013 annual SnowPAC
meeting focused on how to
respond to ongoing budget
and staffing issues, both at the
NWCC and within the States.

The Continuing Resolution,
sequestration, and other
budget issues have forced
difficult decisions for some
states this year, including the

SnowNews

move to discontinue the
measurement of some snow
courses.

Travel restrictions have meant
less time in the field to per-
form maintenance, provide
outreach, and work face-to-
face with our customers. As
an example, several partici-
pants this year chose not to
travel to Portland, and partici-
pated in the meeting via video
teleconference.

In addition, the inability to
replace key vacancies within
the Program was discussed.
The good news on this front is
the recent opening for several
important positions within the
Program.

The committee brainstormed
on ways they could be more
efficient in their activities. Sev-
eral ideas surfaced, including
sharing duties across states,
centralizing some purchasing
activities, and locating some

employees nearer to their
work.

Another result of the meeting
was the formation of a Web
Content Committee. Laurel
Grimsted (NWCC), Scott
Pattee (Washington Water
Supply Specialist) and Brian
Domonkos (Montana Data
Collection Office) will lead this
effort.

George Couch, National
Headquarters Public Affairs ,
presented information to the
group relating to web site mi-
gration, including new features
in the Web Contribution Tool.

New products, such as Report
Generator, the Streamflow
Adjustment Calculator, and
External Data Fetch were
demonstrated by Rashawn
Tama and Gus Goodbody,
NWCC Water and Climate
Services.

Continued page 4

——

[
Front Row: Laurel Grimsted, Tom Perkins, Rose Loehr, Jan Curtis. Back Row: Curt Charles, BJ Shoup, Ron Abramovich, Cara McCar-
thy, Brian Domonkos, Jolyne Lea, Maggie Dunklee, Mike Strobel, Scott Oviatt, Tony Tolsdorf, Troy Brosten, Daniel Fisher, Mage Hul-
strand, Gus Goodbody, Julie Koeberle. Not Pictured: Rashawn Tama, Melissa Webb, John Weeks, Dino DeSimone, Greg Norris, Jeff

Anderson, Phil Morrisey, Wayne Sleep, Amy Burke, Randy Julander, Beau Uriana, Kent Sutcliffe, Jordan Clayton, Scott Pattee, Ken Von
Buettner, Karl Wetlaufer, Jeffrey O’Connell, George Couch. Photo by: Jacquie Workman
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Monthly Climate Science/Management Digest

The North Pacific Landscape
Conservation Cooperative
(NPLCC) is now providing
managers, scientists, and the
public a monthly e-publication
called the NPLCC Climate
Science/Management
Digest.

The monthly e-publication is
designed to increase access
to climate change information
important to natural and cul-
tural resource managers
throughout the North Pacific
LCC region.

Each Science/Management
Digest focuses on climate-
related aspects of resource
management and highlights:

e  Learning opportunities

e  Effects to species, habi-
tats and ecosystems

e  Adaptation practices/
opportunities

e  Research on reducing/
mitigation impacts

e  Climate trends reports

e  Significant climate
change findings

SnowPAC annual meeting

John Weeks, Electronics
Maintenance Facility lead,
presented an overview of the
new Master Station compo-
nents, as well as the scope of
the maintenance activities his
team provides.

Tony Tolsdorf, Water and
Climate Monitoring acting lead,
provided an update on the
fluidless snow pillow project,
upcoming safety training, and
cell phone telemetry.

Click here to see the Septem-
ber 2013 issue.

Each e-digest is aimed at help-
ing North Pacific LCC partners
-- and all parties throughout the
Pacific Temperate Forest re-
gion -- stay connected to man-
agement-relevant climate
change information. The report
is technical in nature and is
targeted to resource manage-
ment specialists , the conser-
vation community, students
and the research community.

The digest also provides ac-
cess to tools, knowledge and
resources to incorporate this
information into relevant man-

agement decisions. This com-
munication will also provide a
forum for research entities
within the LCC to share their
new publications, products
and announcements.

To receive monthly issues of
the Climate Science/
Management Digest, join the
NPLCC's list serve (link).

To learn more about the North
Pacific LCC, and what they’re
doing to advance conservation
and sustainable resource
management in a changing
world, visit their website at

NPLCC.org.

|

Prince of Wales Island, Southeast AK

NWCC Climatologist Jan Cur-
tis gave the committee an
update on the PRISM Data
QC project and provided a
seasonal weather outlook.

Recent activities from the
Investment Review Board
(IRB) were covered by Jolyne
Lea, NWCC Forecast Hydrol-
ogist and IRB team repre-
sentative. Cara McCarthy,
Senior Forecast Hydrologist,
presented data from the re-
cent 1000-year rainfall event
in Colorado.

...from page 3

Curt Charles, Team Vistronix,
provided an overview of the
projects underway by the Cen-
ter’s software development
contractors.

Information Systems Team
lead Laurel Grimsted dis-

cussed high level goals and
deliverables from her team.

To round out the meeting,
representatives from each of
the 12 states shared highlights
of their activities for the year.

Winter 2013-2014


http://us5.campaign-archive2.com/?u=145bdf3c2e41f0d6cbce9a374&id=61466f704a&e=6211d62188
http://northpacificlcc.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=145bdf3c2e41f0d6cbce9a374&id=4426a77a76
mailto:nplcc.org

Groundwater, soil moisture conditions from GRACE data

assimilation

Scientists at NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center generate
groundwater and soil moisture

drought indicators each week.

The indicators are based on
terrestrial water storage ob-
servations derived from Gravi-
ty Recovery and Climate Ex-
periment (GRACE) satellite
data and integrated with other
observations, using a sophisti-
cated numerical model of land
surface water and energy
processes.

GRACE satellites detect small
changes in the Earth's gravity
field caused by the redistribu-
tion of water on and beneath
the land surface.

The drought indicators de-
scribe current wet or dry con-
ditions, expressed as a per-
centile showing the probability
of occurrence within the peri-
od of record from 1948 to the
present, with lower values
(warm colors) meaning dryer
than normal, and higher val-
ues (blues) meaning wetter
than normal.

GRACE-based Surface Soil Moisture

October 28, 2013

Wetnass percentiles are relative 1o the period 1348-2008
The surtsce layer & defined a3 the oo 2 centimeters of scil
Call Resolition 0.25 degrees
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B e
Wetness Percentile
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http #drought unl. eduMonitoring Tools/NA SAGRACEDataAssimilation.aspx

ture, solar radiation and other
ground- and space-based meas-
urements.

The maps are meant to depict
drought associated with climatic
variability, as opposed to deple-
tion of aquifers due to ground-
water withdrawals that exceed
recharge.

They are provided as both imag-
es and binary data files.

For more information contact

The meteorological data in- Matthew Rodell.

cludes precipitation, tempera-

Wetness percentiles are relslive o the period 1948-2009
Cell Res olution 0.25 degrees

Projection of this decument is Lembert Azimuthel Equal Area

GRACE-based Ground Water Storage

October 28, 2013
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http2/drought. uni edu/Monitoring Tools/NA SAGRACEDataAssimilation. aspx
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http://drought.unl.edu/MonitoringTools/NASAGRACEDataAssimilation.aspx
http://drought.unl.edu/MonitoringTools/NASAGRACEDataAssimilation.aspx
mailto:Matthew.Rodell@nasa.gov

“l think the time | spent
working in the private
sector helped me
understand our users’

needs better”

This issue’s spotlight is on
Wayne Sleep, New Mexico
Water Supply Specialist

Wayne Sleep has called New
Mexico home for most of his
life.

Born in the northern part of
the state, Wayne moved with
his family to a small farm near
Silver City when he was a
boy. He remembers his father
having to rely on runoff water
for irrigating his crops and
pasturelands.

Perhaps this is what first
sparked Wayne’s interest in
water supply?

Wayne graduated from New
Mexico State University with a
degree in Agriculture Econom-
ics and Business. After col-
lege, he accepted an intern-
ship with a grain company in
Kansas. In his role as a crop
consultant he performed field
checks and made watering
recommendations.

After a few years in Kansas,
Wayne decided to return to

Allison (6), Abigail (9) and Amanda Sleep (12).
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Spotlight On...Wayne Sleep

New Mexico,
where he
worked for a
large ranch
for about 18
months.

When a job
for an NRCS
soil conser-
vationist
opened in his %
area, Wayne
made the
jump from
the private
sector to the
public sector.
That was in
January
2002.

As part of his early duties,
Wayne was introduced to
SNOW course measurements.
As with many others in the
Snow Survey and Water Sup-
ply Program, this was all it
took. He was hooked.

Over the years, Wayne has
taken on more responsibility
for his state’s water supply
information needs. He recently
automated the
process of distrib-
uting Basin Out-
look Reports and
other water sup-
ply data to his
user

community.

He has also been
instrumental in
building strong,
ongoing relation-
ships with local
media outlets,
including televi-
sion and print. In
addressing local
and regional wa-
ter issues Wayne
helps to “expose
the Program.”

Wayne at the Rice Park SNOTEL site.

Wayne also enjoys working
with “non-traditional” users like
skiers and recreationists.

Due to the fact New Mexico
has been in a long-term
drought situation (the last three
years being the driest on rec-
ord), Wayne says one chal-
lenge has been keeping up
with drought issues as well as
water supply issues in the
state. As he puts it, “Water is
crucial in New Mexico.”

In his off-work time, Wayne
enjoys all kinds of outdoor ac-
tivities, especially hiking, hunt-
ing and fishing. He also has a
slew of ongoing remodeling
and construction

projects.

His three daughters, ages 6, 9
and 12, help keep everyone
busy, too. Between the gym,
ballet classes and 4H meet-
ings, the Sleep household is an
active one.

When speaking of his family,
Wayne puts it simply, “They are
my source of joy and
excitement.”

Winter 2013-2014



US Tornado Environment Browser

The National Weather Service
(NWC) Storm Prediction Cen-
ter (SPC), based in Norman,
Oklahoma, has introduced a
US Tornado Environment
Browser.

Click on map to display data

oosffva ou Jae i

Tornado Days F2+Days F4+ Days
322 (6.4 per y) 102 (2.0 per yr) 1(0.2 per y)
10+ Torn Days 2+ F2+ Days &+ F2+ Days
£l 38 3
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326/1965 (1)
06/18/1974 (1)
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06/T/1584 (1)
09/28/1986 (1)
052411989 (1)
05/30/1589 (1)
03131530 (1)
04/08/1539 (1)

05/25/2008 (1)

This web resource provides
data such as the number and
severity of tornado occurrenc-
es, relative frequency of torna-
dos, count per decade and
distribution in the environ-
ment. The site also offers

U.S. Tornado Environment Browser (2003-2011)
T i

All Tomadoes [=] AM Suparcell - 41 =]
Envil {All Tern S ) Di
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plots.

Simply click on an area in the
map at the upper left of the
browser to select the location
of the data to view.

M Superc)
144 Cases 108 Cases {
STP (Effecive) 7]
IETI '

i 00 10 20 30 40 SO A0 TO B0 OO0 %00 110 120 130 140 15000 10 20 X0 40 SO 40 TO A0 00 100 110 120
BCP (Effective) SC|
L B

a ] 5 @ = E] s w0 ] w1 = o= n
MLCAPE (J/Kg) §Lg

- R

0 S0 1000 1500 XN00 200 MO0 ¥00 4000 4500 5000 SN0 6000 O 500 000 1500 MO0 SO0 000 N0 4000 450 500
Effective Shear (ki) Effectng

a v n ® = =

Effective Helicity (m2a2)
QJQ&

MLLEL fm)

4 ¥ %o Mo i0m 0 %0 M0 Mo e o 2 w00 M0 S0 MO w0 10 1o 1 mo w0

RELATIVE FREQUENCY

= Bax and vehisker picts o

middie two quarties n red with respective 24th, S0th, and TS percenthe vales
nd B0t the values. Extreme values are noted win black dets

Call for Papers: Western Snow Conference

The 82nd Western Snow Con-
ference (WSC) will be held April
14-17, in Durango, Colorado.

Interested individuals are invited
to submit an abstract of 150-300
words by January 31, 2014.
Click here for an abstract sub-
mission form.

Some topics to consider for
submission of papers: Human
Impacts on Snow, Climate
Change Impacts on Snow and
Runoff, Water Management
and Forecasting, Snow Meas-

SnowNews

US Tornado Event Browser showing data for central lowa.

urement and Instrumentation,
Remote Sensing, Spatial and
Temporal Variability, and
Mountain and Hydrological
Processes. However, submis-
sions on all aspects of the
cryosphere are welcome.

The South Continental Com-
mittee is busy compiling a full
agenda of oral and poster
papers, a Monday morning
short course and a Thursday
technical tour. Additional infor-
mation will be posted on the
WSC web page.

Check the WSC web page for
conference registration and
the most current information,
or contact one of the Chairs
for more information.

Peter Palmer, General Chair,
(208) 385-9198.

Randy Julander. Local Chair,
(801) 524-5213.
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Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Program
Resource Locator

Here’s a handy reference for finding resources in the Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Program.

Where What Who How
Alaska Forecast Hydrologist Jolyne Lea 503-414-3040 jolyne.lea@por.usda.gov
Data Collection Office Supervisor Daniel Fisher 907-271-2424 daniel.fisher@ak.usda.gov
Arizona Forecast Hydrologist Gus Goodbody 503-414-3033 angus.goodbody@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Dino De Simone 602-280-8786 dino.desimone@az.usda.gov
California Forecast Hydrologist Jolyne Lea 503-414-3040 jolyne.lea@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Greg Norris 530-792-5609 greg.norris@ca.usda.gov
Colorado Forecast Hydrologist Cara McCarthy 503-414-3088 cara.s.mccarthy@por.usda.gov
Hydrologist Mage Hultstrand 720-544-2855 mage.hultstrand@co.usda.gov

Data Collection Office Supervisor (acting)

BJ Shoup 720-544-2850 william.shoup@co.usda.gov

Idaho Data Collection Officer Phil Morrisey 208-685-6983 phil.morrisey@id.usda.gov
Forecast Hydrologist Rashawn Tama 503-414-3010 rashawn.tama@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Ron Abramovich 208-378-5741 ron.abramovich@id.usda.gov
Montana Data Collection Office Supervisor Scott Oviatt 406-587-6844 scott.oviatt@mt.usda.gov
Forecast Hydrologist Cara McCarthy 503-414-3088 cara.s.mccarthy@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Brian Domonkos 406-587-6991 brian.domonkos@mt.usda.gov
Nevada Forecast Hydrologist Jolyne Lea 503-414-3040 jolyne.lea@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist (acting) Beau Uriona 801-524-5213 x16 beau.uriona@ut.usda.gov
New Mexico Forecast Hydrologist Gus Goodbody 503-414-3033 angus.goodbody@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Wayne Sleep 505-761-4431 wayne.sleep@nm.usda.gov
Oregon Forecast Hydrologist Rashawn Tama 503-414-3010 rashawn.tama@por.usda.gov
Hydrologist Melissa Webb 503-414-3270 melissa.webb@or.usda.gov
Data Collection Officer Supervisor (acting) Thor Thorson 503-414-3003 thor.thorson@or.usda.gov
Utah Forecast Hydrologist Gus Goodbody 503-414-3033 angus.goodbody@por.usda.gov
Snow Survey Supervisor Randy Julander 801-524-5213 randy.julander@ut.usda.gov
Washington Forecast Hydrologist Rashawn Tama 503-414-3010 rashawn.tama@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Scott Pattee 360-428-7684 scott.pattee@wa.usda.gov
Wyoming Forecast Hydrologist Cara McCarthy 503-414-3088 cara.s.mccarthy@por.usda.gov
Water Supply Specialist Lee Hackleman 307-233-6744 |ee.hackleman@wy.usda.gov
All States Center Director/Program Manager Mike Strobel 503-414-3055 michael.strobel@por.usda.gov
Database Manager Del Gist  503-414-3007 del.gist@por.usda.gov
Database Manager Maggie Dunklee 503-414-3049 maggie.dunklee@por.usda.gov
Information Systems Team Lead Laurel Grimsted 503-414-3053 | aurel.grimsted@por.usda.gov
Meteorologist Jan Curtis 503-414-3017 jan.curtis@por.usda.gov
Modeling Hydrologist David Garen 503-414-3021 david.garen@por.usda.gov
Operations Specialist (SNOTEL/SCAN) Rose Loehr 503-414-3042 rose.loehr@por.usda.gov
Resource Conservationist Vacant
Statistical Assistant/SCAN QC Denice Schilling 406-727-7580 denice.schilling@mt.usda.gov
Water & Climate Monitoring Team Lead (acting) Tony Tolsdorf 503-414-3006 tony.tolsdorf@por.usda.gov
Water & Climate Services Team Lead Tom Perkins 503-414-3059 tom.perkins@por.usda.gov

Upcoming events

inter- HH- Randy Julander. ir,
Events of inter HHH Randy Julander. Local Chair

est in the coming (801) 524-5213.
months. f

What: 82nd
Western Snow Conference

When: April 14-17, 2014
Where: Durango, Colorado

How: Conference Web Site
More Information:

Peter Palmer, General Chair,
(208) 385-9198.
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In Memoriam: Mary Irene Martin (1948-2013)

Mary graduated from Western
Oregon University in Mon-
mouth as a math teacher.
Lucky for the USDA, she de-
cided to pursue a career in
information technology in-
stead. She started with the
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) in 1978
as a computer operator on the
Information Resource Man-
agement staff at the West
National Technical Center
(WNTC) in Portland, Oregon.

After Mary mastered the Har-
ris computer, her job evolved
into computer support for the
entire center as employees
were starting to get comput-
ers. She became an expert in
communications (DAR), the
Water and Climate Information
System, server and PC opera-
tions, documentation, equip-
ment management, and pro-
curement.

In 1994, the Oregon State
Office and the WNTC collocat-
ed so the IRM staffs were
combined. Mary started
providing support to state
employees also. In 1995, the
WNTC was closed and Mary
was moved to the National
Water and Climate (NWCC)
staff. She had a way of mak-
ing herself invaluable no mat-
ter what the task involved.

SnowNews

As a part of the USDA Infor-
mation Technology Conver-
gence in 2004, Mary was
moved to International Tech-
nology Services (ITS). She
continued to excel.

Mary provided her brand of
great support outside of the
work place. Don Domes from
Hillsboro High School wrote
the following message:

“Mary volunteered at Hillsbo-
ro High School in the Coun-
seling and Engineering
Technology Departments for
many years. Mary was pas-
sionate about helping stu-
dents succeed and doing
whatever needed to be done
to help create a better learn-
ing environment.

She was gifted as a grant
writer and composed many
grant and award documents.
Her efforts resulted in the
engineering related pro-
grams being recognized
both locally and nationally.

She was THE executive
assistant behind the scenes
that made so many wonder-
ful things happen. Her atten-
tion to detail and tenacity
were inspirational. She had
a unique ability to wordsmith
and format documents in
interesting and award win-
ning ways. Mary was a re-
markable and key member
of our team and we miss her
greatly.”

Throughout her life, Mary will-
ingly helped other people. Al,
her husband, said “she was
the motor that kept things
going.” She helped one
cousin buy her first car, move,
and made her wedding gown.
One summer she helped
make a wedding gown for her
friend’s daughter, a medieval

wedding gown for the same
friend’s daughter-in-law, and
parts of 33 other costumes for
the medieval wedding. Mary
helped her brother, Tex, when
he became disabled. She
also spent many weekends
helping a friend clean out her
grandparents’ house which
only had narrow walkways in
it. Mary was always finding
unique and special little gifts
that she thought would im-
prove other people’s lives.

At the work place and in her
personal life, we all knew
Mary as a customer service
expert. She always put the
customer’s needs first. Her
intelligence and great trouble-
shooting skills were demon-
strated when she creatively
solved problems for her users.

Mary was always willing to
take on the most challenging
tasks and projects. Her USDA
customers will definitely miss
her outstanding help and
problem solving skills.

Laurel Grimsted
Information Systems Team
Lead
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Rainfall Atlas of Hawaii

While many of us are in the
throes of winter snowfall, our
neighbors in Hawai'i are expe-
riencing much warmer temper-
atures and rainy conditions.

The Rainfall Atlas of Hawai'i
is a set of maps of the spatial
patterns of rainfall for the

Peat) City,  Kailua

}\.\nEmE L/

Kih el u:',."qg :

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

NWCC highlights

The retirement of several
Snow Survey and Water
Supply Forecasting Program
employees is highlighted this
month.

After 46 years of service, Jim
Marron, Resource Conserva-
tionist, retired from his position
at the National Water and
Climate Center in October of
last year.

In the field, Dan Greenlee,
Water Supply Specialist for
Nevada, retired on November
1. Dan had worked for NRCS
for 22 years. Paul Gallegos,

major Hawaiian Islands. Maps
are available for mean month-
ly and annual rainfall. Devel-
oped by the State of Hawaii
Commission on Water Re-
source Management and the
US Army Corps of Engineers,
the maps depict rainfall

SEUAY

Electronics Technician in the
Colorado Data Collection Of-
fice retired in December.

January 2014 marks the re-
tirement of two other long-time
NWCC employees:

Tom Perkins, Water and Cli-
mate Services Team Leader,
will retire on January 31. Tom
has worked with the govern-
ment for 40 years; 31 of those
years with the Snow Survey
and Water Supply Forecasting
Program.

patterns by color and by iso-
hyets (lines of equal rainfall).

The Atlas is hosted by the
Geography Department at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa.

The interactive map feature
lets users see the patterns of

mean monthly and annual
rainfall and corresponding
uncertainty, zoom in on areas
of particular interest, navigate
to specific locations with the
help of a choice of different
base maps, and click on any
location to get the mean annu-
al rainfall and a graph and
table of mean monthly rainfall.

The interactive map also
shows station locations. Se-
lecting a station provides sta-
tion and mapped estimates of
monthly rainfall, along with
station metadata.

Source Credit: Giambelluca, T.W., Q. Chen,
A.G. Frazier, J.P. Price, Y.-L. Chen, P.-S.
Chu, J.K. Eischeid, and D.M. Delparte,
2013: Online Rainfall Atlas of Hawai'i. Bull.
Amer. Meteor. Soc. 94, 313-316, doi:
10.1175/BAMS-D-11-00228.1

Last, but not least, Rose
Loehr, IT Operations Special-
ist, will retire with over 24
years of service to the

Center. Known as “Miss
SNOTEL,” Rose’s last day will
also be January 31.

The contributions each of
these individuals has made to
the growth and success of our
Center and our Program are
too numerous to mention.

Thank you, Jim, Dan, Paul,
Tom and Rose for your ser-
vice. We all wish you the best!

Winter 2013-2014


http://rainfall.geography.hawaii.edu/interactivemap.html
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This photo of Mt. Hood
shrouded in mist is courtesy
of Jan Curtis, NWCC
Climatologist

Photo of the month

Products and resources on the web

PRISM Climate and
Weather System
Introduction

The PRISM Climate Group is
part of the Northwest Alliance
for Computational Science
and Engineering, based at
Oregon State University.

The group gathers climate
observations from a wide
range of monitoring networks,
applies sophisticated quality
control measures, and devel-
ops spatial climate datasets to
reveal short- and long-term
climate patterns. The resulting
datasets incorporate a variety
of modeling techniques and
are available at multiple spa-
tial/temporal resolutions, cov-
ering the period from 1895 to
the present.

The PRISM Climate Group
recently published an Intro-
duction to the PRISM Cli-
mate and Weather System.
Click here to read more.

SnowNews

Crucial Habitat Assess-
ment Tool

The Western Governors’ Asso-
ciation (WGA) recently intro-
duced the Crucial Habitat As-
sessment Tool (CHAT) for
regional planning.

CHAT provides a “30,000-foot
view” of habitat that can be
used for projects as varied as
“macro-siting” energy corridors
and transmission routes, to
comparing fish and wildlife
habitat across the West.

The free, online tool was un-
veiled at a press conference at
the conclusion of the

WGA'’s 2013 Winter Meet-
ing in Las Vegas.

CHAT is designed to enable
industry to reduce time, costs,
conflicts and surprises. It also
will help conservation groups,
state and Federal agencies
ensure wildlife values are bet-
ter incorporated into land use
decision-making.

Download a four-page publica-
tion with CHAT highlights here.

Interactive Soil Moisture
Data Map

The North American Soil Mois-
ture Database (NASMDB) at
Texas A&M University provides
academic, industry, govern-
ments researchers and decision
-makers with information to do
science, drive data-informed
policy, and be responsive to
environmental change.

A new, interactive map provides
an easy to use interface for
downloading data from the da-
tabase.

Simply select the stations,
years, and reading depths and
click Extract. This will start the
extract process and email you
with a link to download the
results.



http://westgovchat.org/
http://westgov.org/reports/doc_download/1774-crucial-habitat-assessment-tool-brochure-2013
http://soilmoisture.tamu.edu/Data/Map/
http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/
http://prism.oregonstate.edu/documents/PRISM_history_jun2013.pdf
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“During the shutdown,
the website at the
National Water and
Climate Center was, at
first, the only active site
for NRCS. We were
considered mission-

critical to the nation ...”

—
—
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From the Director’s desk
What is essential?
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Mike Strobel

D uring the shutdown of
the Federal government
in October, hundreds of thou-
sands of employees were
furloughed as “non-essential”
for this period. This classifica-
tion received much attention in
the press and had many peo-
ple asking why the govern-
ment keeps positions that are
not essential.

Titles and labels have the
power to both elevate and
degrade the general percep-
tion of individuals or groups of
people. In the case of “non-
essential,” this certainly didn’t
improve the view of govern-
ment employees for many in
the public and demoralized
the attitudes of many federal
workers.

There have been many sug-
gested classifications that
would have been better, such
as “critical or non-critical” to
describe immediate need ver-
sus long-term need for posi-
tions. | hope the classification
of our employees is given
more thought before future
shutdowns.

In deciding what was
“essential,” the government
looked at risk to life and prop-
erty. Even then, the argument
could be made that personnel
in the National Weather Ser-
vice are essential for flood and
storm warnings and the per-

sonnel in the U.S. EPA are
essential for monitoring and
protecting our water supplies,
yet most of their staffs were
furloughed. The critical nature
of these roles in collecting and
monitoring data for public
benefit was often overshad-
owed in the media by stories
of park and museum closures.

For the Snow Survey and
Water Supply Forecasting
Program, all of our personnel
were deemed “non-essential”
except for one individual each
day to serve as duty officer to
monitor data flow and web
service.

During the shutdown, the web-
site at the National Water and
Climate Center was, at first,
the only active public site for
NRCS. We were considered
mission-critical to the nation
and we needed to keep ac-
cess to our data and products
available to our users.

This says a great deal about
us, and something | take huge
pride in pointing out. First, we
built a robust, automated data
system that operated through-
out the 16-day shutdown with-
out problems. The efforts
made to construct the
SNOTEL and web services
operations proved successful.

Second, the fact that we were
the sole portal for NRCS dur-
ing most of this period show-
cases the critical importance
of our program and mission,
not only to the agency, but to
the nation.

In previous government shut-
downs, our program personnel
were identified as essential
and worked during furloughs.
It was my decision this time
not to request this classifica-
tion for us (besides our duty
officers). Part of my rationale

was due to the robust, auto-
mated system we built. Part of
it was because it was still ear-
ly October, and although the
Black Hills and parts of Wyo-
ming got a huge snow during
the furlough, for most of the
West it was still prior to the
snow season. And part of it
was the spirit of the shutdown
and that there needed to be
(in my interpretation) an im-
mediate risk to life and
property.

If | had felt this risk increasing
during the shutdown which
would have required our par-
ticipation, | would have re-
quested a decision to allow
our staff to return. That didn’t
happen.

What happens if we shut
down again?

It depends on the time of year
and if there is an immediate
risk to life and property. We
will evaluate those factors
should the situation arise in
the future.

My overall point is that every-
one in our program is, in my
judgment, essential and criti-
cal. Don't allow labels or crit-
ics to tell you otherwise.

People value our data and
products, and respect the
work all of you do to maintain
the quality, integrity and avail-
ability of that information. | am
exceedingly proud to be asso-
ciated with this Program and
the people with whom | work.

Mike
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