2011 Idaho Snow Summary
7/27/2011

As we head towards the dog days of
summer you may find it interesting to
know some of our SNOTEL sites still have
snow or have just melted out. Attached is
a picture taken on July 19™ at Togwotee
Pass, WY in the Upper Snake Basin. That
day the site was still measuring a few
inches of snow water while Jeff Graham
and  Adam Birken did summer
maintenance work on the towers. In
North Idaho, Cool Creek SNOTEL in the
Clearwater basin, is still is measuring
snow today. This makes 2011 the longest
snow season on record at Cool Creek
with this year beating the July 24, 1997
melt-out by a few days.

After a big year like 2011 there are lots of
guestions about exactly how much snow
fell, etc... On average snowpacks across
Idaho and the Upper Snake were 130% of
the average seasonal peak amounts. Two
Ocean Plateau SNOTEL in Yellowstone
National Park saw the highest departure
from normal with 173% of its average
seasonal peak snow water on June 2",
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July 19, 2011 at Togwotee Pass SNOTEL in Wyoming’s Upper Snake

Total snowfall for the season was Basin. The site was still measuring a few inches of snow water while Jeff

estimated from the maximum snow water Graham and Adam Birken did summer maintenance work on the towers.

amounts. The highest snowfall sites by
basin include...

Bear Mountain (Panhandle) 792in (66ft) Trinity Mountain (Boise) 501in (42ft)

Lost Lake (Clearwater) 781in (65ft) Emigrant Summit (Bear) 399in (33ft)

Grand Targhee (Tetons) 744in (62ft) Howell Canyon (Southside Snake) 393in (33ft)
Lewis Lake Divide (Upper Snake) 569in (47ft) Mountain Meadows (Salmon) 342in (29ft)
Deadwood Summit (Payette) 538in (45ft) Galena Summit (Wood) 263in (22ft)

2011’s snowpack peaked much later than normal. On average 2011 snowpacks peaked 19 days later than
normal. Humboldt Gulch near Wallace, ID was the latest, it peaked 48 days later than normal. Other
sites peaking more than a month beyond what is normal include Mill Creek Summit (Salmon); Mica Creek,
Quartz Peak and Sunset (Panhandle), Shanghi Summit (Clearwater); and Two Ocean Plateau and Pine
Creek Pass (Upper Snake).

Attached is a table with stats from individual SNOTEL sites for basins across the state.



Basin
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle
Panhandle Basin Average

Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater
Clearwater Basin Average

Site
BEAR MOUNTAIN
SCHWEITZER BASIN
MOSQUITO RIDGE
HIDDEN LAKE
LOOKOUT
SUNSET
BUNCHGRASS MDW
QUARTZ PEAK
RAGGED MTN
MICA CREEK
MOSCOW MOUNTAIN
HUMBOLDT GULCH
SHERWIN
MYRTLE CREEK

LOST LAKE

CRATER MEADOWS
HEMLOCK BUTTE
COOL CREEK

ELK BUTTE

SAVAGE PASS
LOLO PASS
SHANGHI SUMMIT
PIERCE RS

SWE
Max
(inches)
79.2
71.3
56.9
49.5
41.6
39.7
38.0
34.5
324
30.7
26.1
17.7
14.2
6.7

78.1
74.9
70.9
69.6
52.6
38.0
37.7
35.5
14.7

SWE Max
Date
5/16

5/5
5/5
4/29
5/1
5/10
5/7
5/2
5/2
5/4
4/16
5/1
3/10
3/11

5/10
5/11
5/10
5/10
5/10
5/11
5/4
4/28
3/11

Annual

Snowfall

(inches)
792
713
569
495
416
397
380
345
324
307
261
177
142

67

781
749
709
696
526
380
377
355
147

Ave Peak
SWE
61
52.7
36.2
N/A
32.4
31.8
31.2
21.3
N/A
25.6
N/A
12.1
11
N/A

61.6
47
49.1
51.9
39.9
27.5
30.5
25.9
N/A

Ave Peak
SWE Date
4/22
4/21
4/10
N/A
4/10
4/8
4/15
3/24
N/A
3/24
N/A
3/14
3/10
N/A

4/16
4/13
4/14
4/24
4/9

4/15
4/8

3/26
N/A

% of
Average
Seasonal

Peak

130%

135%

157%

N/A

128%

125%

122%

162%

N/A

120%

N/A

146%

129%

N/A

135%

127%
159%
144%
134%
132%
138%
124%
137%
N/A
137%

# days 2011
Peak was After
Ave Peak
24
14
25
N/A
21
32
22
39
N/A
41
N/A
48
0
N/A
27

24
28
26
16
31
26
26
33
N/A
26




Basin

Salmon

Salmon

Salmon

Salmon

Salmon

Salmon

Salmon Basin Average

Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette
Boise, Weiser, Payette Basin
Average

Site
MOUNTAIN MEADOWS
MILL CREEK SUMMIT
MEADOW LAKE
MOOSE CREEK
SCHWARTZ LAKE
MORGAN CREEK

DEADWOOD SUMMIT
TRINITY MTN.

BIG CREEK SUMMIT
SECESH SUMMIT
VIENNA MINE
BRUNDAGE RES
ATLANTA SUMMIT
MORES CREEK SUMMIT
JACKSON PEAK
BANNER SUMMIT
BEAR SADDLE

BOGUS BASIN
SQUAW FLAT
DOLLARHIDE SUMMIT
WEST BRANCH

BEAR BASIN

COZY COVE

GRAHAM GUARD STA.
VAN WYCK

LONG VALLEY

PRAIRIE

SWE
Max
(inches)
34.2
24.9
24.6
22.4
14.7
14.3

53.8
50.1
43.7
42.3
40.0
38.6
38.2
38.0
36.5
33.6
32.5
31.7
29.6
29.5
27.7
22.7
15.5
12.4
9.0
7.5
3.9

SWE Max
Date
5/1
6/3
5/11
4/17
5/1
4/24

5/2
5/3
4/30
5/1
5/10
5/3
4/30
4/30
5/7
5/3
5/1
5/3
4/17
5/3
4/1
4/28
3/30
3/29
3/30
3/13
3/11

Annual

Snowfall

(inches)
342
249
246
224
147
143

538
501
437
423
400
386
382
380
365
336
325
317
296
295
277
227
155
124
90
75
39

Ave Peak
SWE
25.4
21.6

19
18.3
12.1
12.9

48.2
41.2
355
36.1
37.1
30
32.8
353
32.2
27.3
24.4
N/A
24.3
27.2
24.6
19.3
17.4
15.8
N/A
N/A
4.8

Ave Peak
SWE Date
4/15
4/22
4/22
4/9
4/16
4/6

4/15
4/21
4/15
4/12
4/23
4/10
4/15
4/11
4/13
4/10
4/3
N/A
4/8
4/21
3/24
a/7
3/22
3/22
N/A
N/A
2/21

% of
Average
Seasonal

Peak
Amount

135%

115%

129%

122%

121%

111%

122%

112%
122%
123%
117%
108%
129%
116%
108%
113%
123%
133%
N/A
122%
108%
113%
118%
89%
78%
N/A
N/A
81%
112%

# days 2011
Peak was After
Ave Peak
16
42
19
8
15
18
20

17
12
15
19
17
23
15
19
24
23
28
N/A

12
21
N/A
N/A

18
16




Basin

Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood, Lost
Wood Lost Basin Average
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake, WY
Upper Snake Basin Average

Site
GALENA SUMMIT
SMILEY MOUNTAIN
LOST-WOOD DIVIDE
GALENA
HILTS CREEK
SWEDE PEAK
BEAR CANYON
CAMAS CREEK DIVIDE
HYNDMAN
MOONSHINE
CHOCOLATE GULCH
SOLDIER R.S.
GARFIELD R.S.
STICKNEY MILL

LEWIS LAKE DIVIDE
TWO OCEAN PLATEAU
GRASSY LAKE
WILLOW CREEK
BLIND BULL SUMMIT
SPRING CREEK DIVIDE
TOGWOTEE PASS
COTTONWOOD CK
THUMB DIVIDE
GUNSIGHT PASS
KELLEY R.S.

BASE CAMP

GRANITE CREEK
LOOMIS PARK

SNAKE RIVER STN
SALT RIVER SUMMIT
GROS VENTRE SUM
EAST RIM DIVIDE

wy
Wy
Wy
wy
wy
wy
WYy
WYy
Wy
WYy
Wy
WYy
wy
WYy
wy
Wy
WYy
WYy

SWE
Max
(inches)
26.3
259
23.0
19.6
19.1
18.7
18.4
16.0
15.9
15.0
14.3
13.5
11.5
10.1

56.9
55.1
49.5
48.8
45.8
44.9
42.7
37.2
29.5
27.3
26.5
26.3
26.3
254
23.0
21.2
20.8
17.9

SWE Max
Date
5/1
5/11
4/28
4/28
4/22
4/26
4/26
3/28
4/26
4/28
3/27
3/27
4/15
3/30

5/9
6/2
4/30
5/4
5/9
5/10
5/31
4/30
4/29
5/12
5/1
4/23
4/22
4/29
4/9
4/30
5/11
4/22

Annual

Snowfall

(inches)
263
259
230
196
191
187
184
160
159
150
143
135
115
101

569
551
495
488
458
449
427
372
295
273
265
263
263
254
230
212
208
179

Ave Peak
SWE
21.3
N/A
23.8
18.6
14.4
16.1
17.1
12.3
13.1

11
13.6
12.3
10.4

8.5

36.7
31.8
37.1
31.9
28.9
28.9
28.1
24.4
19.3
N/A
17.4
18.1
18.7
17.5
19.2
14.9
14.6
14

Ave Peak
SWE Date
4/19
N/A
4/12
4/10
4/11
4/6
4/17
3/15
4/1
4/4
4/5
3/11
3/26
3/31

4/14
5/2
4/12
4/18
4/14
4/24
5/6
4/6
4/6
N/A
4/9
4/1
3/29
4/5
3/31
4/7
4/12
4/19

% of
Average
Seasonal

Peak
Amount

123%

N/A

97%

105%

133%

116%

108%

130%

121%

136%

105%

110%

111%

119%

116%

155%

173%

133%

153%

158%

155%

152%

152%

153%

N/A

152%

145%

141%

145%

120%

142%

142%

128%

147%

# days 2011
Peak was After
Ave Peak
12
N/A
16
18
11
20
9
13
25
24
-9
16
20
-1
13
25
31
18
16
25
16
25
24
23
N/A
22
22
24
24
9
23
29
3
21




Basin

Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton
Henrys Fork, Teton

Henrys Fk Teton Basin

Average

Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake
Southside Snake

Southside Snake Basin

Average

Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear Basin Average

Site
GRAND TARGHEE
PHILLIPS BENCH
WHITE ELEPHANT
SLUG CREEK DIVIDE
PINE CREEK PASS
WILDHORSE DIVIDE
ISLAND PARK
CRAB CREEK
SHEEP MTN.
SOMSEN RANCH

HOWELL CANYON
BEAR CREEK

POLE CREEK R.S., NV
MAGIC MOUNTAIN
SOUTH MTN.
BOSTETTER R.S.
WILSON CREEK
MUD FLAT
REYNOLDS CREEK

EMIGRANT SUMMIT
SEDGWICK PEAK
OXFORD SPRING
GIVEOUT

State

SWE
Max
(inches)
74.4
44.0
42.6
24.5
23.2
20.8
20.2
19.1
17.4
15.0

39.3
32.8
31.2
22.8
22.8
20.8
19.2
11.7
3.6

39.9
31.3
l6.1
14.6

SWE Max
Date
6/7
5/11
4/26
4/29
4/27
3/29
4/9
4/26
3/30
4/10

4/27
5/2
5/11
4/15
3/30
4/28
3/30
3/28
3/29

4/30
4/29
3/30
3/30

Annual

Snowfall

(inches)
744
440
426
245
232
208
202
191
174
150

393
328
312
228
228
208
192
117
36

399
313
161
146

Ave Peak
SWE
N/A
30.7
29.9
18.1
16.1
17.7
15.7
16.5
15
13.6

253
22.2
216
19.7
19.6
20.9
13.7
6.8

N/A

26.9
233
11.7
11.4

Ave Peak
SWE Date
N/A
4/18
4/13
4/3
3/27
4/3
3/31
4/6
3/24
3/27

4/9
4/11
4/15
3/26
3/25
3/28
3/22

3/6

N/A

4/10
4/1
3/17
3/22

% of
Average
Seasonal

Peak
Amount

N/A

143%

142%

135%

144%

118%

129%

116%

116%

110%

128%

155%
148%
144%
116%
116%
100%
140%
172%
N/A
136%

148%
134%
138%
128%
137%

# days 2011
Peak was After
Ave Peak
N/A
23
13
26
31
-5
9
20
6
14
15

18
21
26
20

31
22

N/A
19

20
28
13

17
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