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M.RCH 1, 1949
PRELIFINARY ¥ TER SUP LY OUTLOCK

The water suwply outlook for the state of Utah is excellent at
this time. The mountain snow cover isconsiderably above average
on all watersheds. If s.ow accumulates at even the normal rate
during the month of March there will be considerable danger of
| demage from peak flows on most streams, The reservoirs of the
state are in good shape to receive a substantial amount of the
peak flow from the various stream basins.

SUMNARY COF W.TER OUTLOOK FOR 19&9

The mountain watersheds were relatively dry when they entered the
winter season last fall., The watersheds were covered with an early
blanket of snow and thus were prevented from freezing in most areas,
The fall precipitotion usually comes in the form of rain and helps to
prime the seil mantle of the watersheds. Last fall the precipitation
was in the form of snow. This means that part of the snow cover on the
high vatersheds must be used to prime the soil before runoff can start
this spring.

There was a considerabls amount of low snow (below 5000 feet ele-
vation)s To date this low snow has pretty well disacpeared with very
little corresponding increase in streamflow. This means that the lower
¢levation soil mentle is now farily well primed and censequently a
larger percentage of any subsequent moisture fall mey find its way to
stream channsls.

The high elevation snow is alge considerable above average and
therefore even though the soil mantle entered the winter season relatively
dry, there is every likelihood that there will be no deficiency of irri-
gation water upplies experienced from any of the watersheds of the state
during the coming irrigation season.

The snow cover over the state as a whole is about 153% of the aver-
age snow cover for JSLpril 1 which is usually the beginning of the snow
melt and runoff period for the state. With this excess of snow cover
already on the vatershed, should we receive & normal accumulation of snow
during this month, there will exist all the elements necessary for potent-
ially demoging floods on 21l the watersheds of the state. These high
peak flows will be very materially increased and hasterned if a warm period
should oceur together with a rainfall on the abnormally heavy snow cover.
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TABLE 11

STATUb JF Ru ERVCIR SIORAGm ABOUT :AﬁEH 1 1948

" BASIN
and
STREAM

BEAR RIVER SYSTIM

BEAR RIVER
LITTLE BEAR RIVIK

%EBAR-0GDEN KIVERS
OGDEL RIVER
WEBER HIVER
WEBER RIVER

ROVO RIVER AND UTAH LAKE

PROVO RIVER
SFANISH FORX RIVEr.
UTAH LAKE

SEVIER RIVER SYSTEM
CEVIER RIVER
SEVIER RIVER
SEVIER FIVER

BEAVER VER RIVER
BEAVER RIVER

vUCHESNE RIVER
LAKS FORK RIVER

YRICE RIVER

~ PRICE RIVER

fxxSeven yesr record

1

RESIRVOIR USABLE

1000's OF ACRZ FT. IN STORAGE MAR.1

CAPACTTY ; -
.(1000's of g
Anco:TBety 1949 . 1948, 1907,
. J . i !
g 1 i ! ’
| ! '

BEAR LAKE | 1420,0 |, 950.8' 1039.6:

HYRUM | 15.3
|
PINE VIEW ! 44,2
EAST CANYOH — 28.7
ECHO 7549
DEZR CREEK| ~147.3
STRAWBERRY | 270,0
UTAH LAKE | 850.2
OTT:R CREEK  56.6
PIUTE 84.8

SEVIER BRIDGEZ36.0

ROCKY FORD |

25,1
HOON LaKE 35,8
SCOFIELD 65 .9

1
t
1

| : !
1 ! !
I

1.6: lh'6;
1205; ! 9'9
12.5. 3840

]
101.71 120,1 . 76.6
A7.3 89.8 1 89.5
638.0 ! i
|
2541 |
hhco; ! 50'8
185.0i i 187.2
| ' |
15 -Z’{ 150
: |
9.0 11.6 73
: |
: |
5.1 6.5

)
e
1

19486 ]

T0-YEAR

AVLRAUE

1936-47

| ‘
956.9; 75L.0

;
]

16,2
60.1
231.8 | 154.5

2%,3 |

i
!
|

Su-s

17.2

17.7

.7
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