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Photo of Glen Cove SNOTEL site taken 11/25/25 while completing site maintenance.  As of January 1st, the site is at 83% 

of normal snowpack with 1έ of SWE and 4.1έ of precipitation since the start of the water year (October 1st, 2025). 

Photo By: Maureen Gutsch 

 

 

REMINDER: We are soliciting field work photos from the field again this year. Each month we will pick one to grace the 

cover of this report! Please include information on where, when and of who/what the photo was taken. 
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Colorado Statewide Water Supply Conditions for January 1st 
Summary 

 

*For the above graph, snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only. SWE numbers presented in the text are 

values from the first of the month and include manual Snow Course measurements along with SNOTEL data.  

As of January 1st, 2026, statewide snowpack conditions are well below normal at 57 percent of median. Snowpack 

conditions are measured by snow water equivalent (SWE), and SWE currently ranges from 47 percent of normal in the 

Arkansas river basin to 72 percent in the combined Laramie and North Platte river basin. Precipitation for the month of 

December favored the northern river basins in the state, while the southern basins received well below normal 

amounts. However, the 2026 water year to date precipitation (October 1st, 2025 ς present) paints a different picture, 

with conditions favoring the southern basins after an intense October rainstorm that brought record amounts of 

precipitation. Despite receiving near normal precipitation for the water year (88 percent of median), Colorado is 

experiencing abnormally low snowpack conditions, likely reflecting the influence of high temperatures across the state. 

According to SNOTEL data the average air temperature for the month of December was 11.2 degrees Fahrenheit warmer 

than normal. Reservoir storage for the end of December is at 85 percent of median with basins ranging from 74 percent 

in the Eastern Arkansas river basin to 122 percent in the Upper Rio Grande river basin. Streamflow forecasts for the 

2026 runoff season range from 68 percent of normal in the Colorado Headwaters river basin to 88 percent in the South 

Platte river basin. Of important note, streamflow volume forecasts issued in this report are based on current conditions 

and do not account for the unknowns of future weather. We anticipate significant improvements in streamflow forecast 

performance skill as we progress through the winter. Looking forward into the 2026 water year, the NOAA (National 

Ocean and Air Administration) seasonal outlook conditions suggest that conditions will begin to transition from La Nina 

back to normal towards the end of January. 

 

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!SCAN,COOP&states=CO&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=co_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-84&lat=39.319&lon=-105.908&zoom=7.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!SCAN,COOP&states=CO&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=co_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-84&lat=39.319&lon=-105.908&zoom=7.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/TAVG/assocHUCco3/state_of_colorado.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
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Snowpack 

 

The snowpack across the Colorado high country is well-below normal for this time of year. North of a line between 

Colorado Springs and Grand Junction, there is about two thirds of the usual amount of snow on the ground. South of 

that line the snowpack is barely half of the usual amount for January 1st. There are 97 SNOTEL stations in Colorado with 

at least 20 years of snowpack data. From those stations, 37 of the 97 reported either their lowest or 2nd lowest 

snowpack on record. SNOTEL sites in the Arkansas basin are reporting Ƨǳǎǘ нΦоέ snow water equivalent (SWE) in a 

snowpack where the 30-year median is пΦтέΦ The situation is the same across the San Luis Valley of the Rio Grande river 

basin to the stateΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ combined San-Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan river basin only has 

49% of the median snowpack. From north to south ŀƭƭ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŀǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ оέ ƻŦ SWE. 

Peak SWE usually occurs late-March to early-April in Colorado, so there is still time for conditions to improve.  If 

Colorado were to get an extra 3έ ƻŦ {²9 όолέ ƻŦ average density snowfall) from January to March, the state could finish 

the winter with a normal amount of SWE in the high countryΩǎ snowy water bank. However, during the 30-years from 

1990 to 2020 only about one-in-five years has experienced that much snow.  The months from January through March 

typically get twice the SWE compared to the period from October through December. If we were to receive a normal 

amount of snow from now through March, the snowpack at the end of the season would still be nearly 10% less than 

normal. Storms forecasted for the month of January may keep the meager snowpack from deteriorating further but are 

not likely to make up for the shortfall from October through December.  

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/
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Precipitation 

 

In December 2025 the average precipitation was 2.4 inches of accumulation across Colorado, contributing to the current 

state-wide total of 7.4 inches of precipitation in the 2026 water year to-date. Total accumulation for WY2026 is 90 

percent of the 30-year median on a state-wide scale. Precipitation totals increased along a Southwest- Northeast 

gradient during the month of December, which offset a rather stark Northeast- Southwest precipitation gradient 

observed by SNOTEL stations earlier this water year. High rainfall in the San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan and Upper 

Rio Grande in October 2025 (262 and 230 percent of median, respectively) were followed by low accumulation in 

November (83 and 93 percent of median) and even lower precipitation in December (55 and 64 percent of median). 

Comparatively, substantially low precipitation in Northern basins, including the South Platte, in October 2025 (65 

percent of median), followed by a dry November (49 percent of median), have been slightly offset by higher-than-

median precipitation in this basin in December (114 percent of median). Overall, December's precipitation pattern 

helped to dampen, but not remove, the observed spatial gradient for precipitation totals in Colorado this water year to-

date. The current WY2026 precipitation total is above median in the San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan and Upper Rio 

Grande (114 and 105 percent of median, respectively), and below median in the remaining basins. Precipitation totals in 

the Gunnison, Yampa-White-Little Snake, Laramie-North Platte, Arkansas, South Platte, and Colorado Headwaters are 

currently at 93, 87, 85, 83, 76, and 74 percent of median for WY26.  For future precipitation forecasts see the following 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ с-10 day forecast here. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
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Reservoir Storage 

 

As of January 1st, 2026, reservoir storage statewide is 85 percent of the 1991-2020 median. Mean reservoir storage is 

precisely aligned (100 percent of median) in both the South Platte and Arkansas basins. Six of the nine Colorado basins 

are reporting reservoir storage levels below the 30-year median, with the Eastern South Platte, Colorado Headwaters, 

Yampa-White-Little Snake, Gunnison, San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan, and Eastern Arkansas reporting 93, 88, 85, 

79, 77, and 74 percent, respectively.  The Upper Rio Grande is the only basin reporting higher than median water 

storage (122 percent), which is similar to the 123 percent-median level observed for this basin this time last year.  

Notably, the Terrace Reservoir located on the Alamosa River in the Upper Rio Grande basin was at 72 percent of normal 

(2,458 ac-ft) at the end of September. After the large October storm that hit south-west Colorado the Terrace Reservoir 

ended October at 139 percent of normal (4,313 ac-ft), increasing 1,855 ac-ft in volume in one month, which is equivalent 

to 604,454,400 gallons. Overall, Colorado is currently utilizing 54 percent of total reservoir capacity state-wide compared 

to 58 percent storage this time last year (see End of December Reservoir Storage Capacity chart).   

 

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/reservoir-plots/jan/co_res.html?showTitle=true&interactive=true&autoScale=false
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Streamflow 

 

The anomalous conditions across the state have contributed to greater than normal uncertainty for January 1st 

streamflow forecasts, but generally, these forecasts follow similar trends as snowpack and precipitation.  Streamflow 

forecasts at the 50 percent exceedance probability range from 28 percent of normal at Sangre de Cristo Creek to 101 

percent of normal at St. Vrain Creek at Lyons.  All forecast points across Colorado are currently forecasted to have below 

normal streamflow, with the exception of some points that have normal to slightly above normal predictions.  The 

combined San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan river basin has some of the highest forecasts in the state at 83 percent 

of median, which is mostly the result of record-breaking precipitation in October.  The forecast points with the lowest 

predictions in the state are in the Upper Rio Grande basin, primarily in the Sangre de Cristo mountains, where conditions 

have been particularly dry.  When interpreting current streamflow forecasts, remember that it's important to look at the 

full suite of exceedance probabilities to see a full range of possible outcomes during the upcoming runoff season, which 

also indicates the level of uncertainty.  The South Platte river basin has several points that are forecasted to have near 

normal streamflow at the 50 percent exceedance probability.  However, several of these forecast points have high 

uncertainty for this time of yearΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŀƴŎe values.  Streamflow 

forecasts for the South Platte river basin are currently 88 percent of median; partly driven by the above normal 

precipitation received in December, but also a function of the high uncertainty for these early season forecasts.  All 

other major river basins across the state range between 68 percent in the Colorado Headwaters to 76 percent of median 

in the combined Yampa-White-Little Snake river basins.  It will be interesting to see how conditions change throughout 

the rest of the winter season, as these changing conditions will directly impact future monthly streamflow forecasts. 
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the Gunnison River basin is below normal at 53 percent of median. Precipitation for December was 68 

percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 93 percent of median. Reservoir storage at the end 

of December was 79 percent of median compared to 93 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range from 62 

percent of median at Muddy Creek below Paonia Reservoir to 88 percent at Slate River near Crested Butte. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data. 
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 

 



11 
 

 



12 
 

COLORADO HEADWATERS RIVER BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the Colorado River basin is below normal at 51 percent of the median. Precipitation for December was 82 

percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 74 percent of median. Reservoir storage at the end 

of December was 88 percent of median compared to 100 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range from 58 

percent of median at Willow Creek below Willow Creek Reservoir to 78 percent of median at Colorado River below Lake 

Granby. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data.
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the South Platte River basin is below normal at 60 percent of median. Precipitation for December was 114 

percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 76 percent of median. Reservoir storage at the end 

of December was 100 percent of median compared to 101 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range from 

71 percent of median at South Platte River at South Platte to 101 percent of median at St. Vrain Creek at Lyons. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data. 
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

South Platte Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 

 

Eastern South Platte Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 
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YAMPA-WHITE-LITTLE SNAKE AND LARAMIE-NORTH PLATTE 

RIVER BASINS 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the Yampa-White-Little Snake and the Laramie-North Platte River basins are below normal at 65 percent 

and 72 percent of the median. Precipitation for December was 112 percent and 129 percent of median, and water year-

to-date precipitation is 87 percent and 85 percent of median, respectively. Reservoir storage at the end of December for 

the Yampa-White-Little Snake was 85 percent of median compared to 101 percent last year. Current streamflow 

forecasts range from 48 percent of median at Yampa River above Stagecoach Reservoir to 93 percent of median at Little 

Snake River near Lily. 

 

Figure 1*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is calculated 
for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data. 
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*No reservoirs are currently monitored in the Laramie-North Platte combined basin. 
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 

 

 *No reservoirs are currently monitored in our database for the Laramie-North Platte combined basin. 
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the Arkansas River basin is below normal at 47 percent of median. Precipitation for December was 75 

percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 83 percent of median. Reservoir storage at the end 

of December was 100 percent of median compared to 114 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range from 

45 percent of median at Cucharas River near La Veta to 84 percent of median at Chalk Creek near Nathrop. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data. 
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 
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Arkansas Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 

 

 

Eastern Arkansas Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 

 



28 
 

 



29 
 

UPPER RIO GRANDE RIVER BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the Upper Rio Grande River basin is below normal at 52 percent of median. Precipitation for December was 

61 percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 105 percent of median. Reservoir storage at the 

end of December was 122 percent of median compared to 124 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range 

from 28 percent of median at Sangre De Cristo Creek to 82 percent of median at Saguache Creek near Saguache. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data.   
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 
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SAN MIGUEL-DOLORES-ANIMAS-SAN JUAN COMBINED RIVER 

BASIN 
January 1st, 2026 

Snowpack in the combined southwest river basins is below normal at 49 percent of median. Precipitation for December 

was 55 percent of median which brings water year-to-date precipitation to 114 percent of median. Reservoir storage at 

the end of December was 77 percent of median compared to 81 percent last year. Current streamflow forecasts range 

from 75 percent of median at San Miguel River near Placerville to 87 percent of median at Animas River at Durango. 

 

*Snow water equivalent (SWE) values are calculated using daily SNOTEL data only for the above graph. In the paragraph SWE is 

calculated for the first of the month using both SNOTEL and Snow Course data.  
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Watershed Snowpack Analysis January 1st, 2026 

 

Reservoir Storage End of December 2025 
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