Installing: 
To install AWM you must have "administrator" privileges. This version of the AWM program can only be installed on a computer with Windows 2000 or Window XP operating systems.
1. Select Run from the Start menu. 

2. Click on the Browse button. 
3. Browse to the directory on your computer containing the installation file (AWM2.3.0.exe). 
4. Either double click on the installation file (AWM2.3.0.exe) or select the file and click the Open button. 
5. Click on the Okay button begin the installation process. 
6. Follow instructions as prompted. 
Downloading and Installing the Database File: 
When AWM is installed it also installs a database containing animal, bedding, climate, and separator data for each state. The current database should be downloaded and installed to ensure the most up-to-date data is will be used to in developing designs. Click here to download the current AWM database file from the NWCC website. You can download the zipped version or a self-extracting zipped version. Save the database file to a directory on your computer. You can save the installation archive to any directory, but you need to remember where you put it. You may want to create a temporary directory to store the installation archive, but this is not necessary.
A. To install the zipped database file:
1. Browse to the directory on your computer containing the database installation file (awm_database_#.##.zip). The # symbol represents the current version of the database. 
2. Either double click on the zip file or select the file and click the Open button, for awm_database_#.##. zip.
3. Click on the Unzip button to extract the database to a folder of your choice.
4. Copy the database file in the default program directory (C:\Program Files\USDA\AWM 2.3.0\), overwriting the existing database file.
B. To install the self-extracting database file:
1. Select Run from the Start menu. 

2. Click on the Browse button. 

3. Browse to the directory on your computer containing the database installation file (awm_database_#.##.exe). The # symbol represents the current version of the database. 

4.  Either double click on the database installation file or select the file and click the Open button, for awm_database_#.##.exe. 

5. Click on the Unzip button to extract the database for use by the program. The WinZip Self-Extractor will place the database file in the default program directory (C:\Program Files\USDA\AWM 2.3.0\). 

6. Once the database file has been extracted to the AWM program directory, click on the Close button to close the WinZip Self Extractor window. 
Once the database file is installed the AWM program is ready to be used with the new database. To view a history of changes made to the current database:

1. Right click on the Start button and select Explore. 

2. The Windows Explorer window will appear. 

3. Browse to the directory on your computer containing the AWM program, usually at: C:\Program Files\usda\AWM 2.3.0\. 

4. Right click on the AWM Database changes.txt file and select Open With to view a list of programs to open the text file with. 

5. Select the Notepad, Microsoft Word or WordPad program to open the text file with. 

6. An explanation of revisions made to the database will be listed from the most current to the oldest along with the name of the database file. 

Trouble-shooting Help for AWM 

Please contact the Centralized Help Desk at (888)311-1444 or send an email to: helpdesk@helpdesk.itc.nrcs.usda.gov that describes the problem you are having if you cannot resolve it using the following trouble-shooting tips:



Problem: Message displayed during the installation of AWM on a machine using Windows NT 4.0 or Windows 98 that says "wrong operating system in use". 

Solution: Version 2.3 of the AWM program will only run on machines using Windows 2000 and Windows XP. 



Problem: Message displayed during the installation of AWM that says "Drive H: not found". 

Solution: CCE Machines are setup with an H: drive. If you have a CCE computer but are not running in a CCE environment, then you may not have an H: drive. To get around this, do the following: 

1.) Open an MS-DOS Prompt window (Go to Start->Run and type in cmd). 
2.) Run the following command: subst h: C:\temp 
3.) Run the AWM installer. 
4.) After the program has finished installing, run the following command in the DOS window: subst h: /d 

